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Introduction
Clandeboye had an important role in the First World War as the location where the 36th (Ulster) Division was formed and trained in early 1914/5 before it deployed overseas in late 1915. The time the division spent here had a lasting impression on men in the unit and its subsequent history. The memorial built those men of Ulster who were killed in the Great War was built on the sight of the 36th Division’s failed 1st July 1916 attack at Thiepval in France, was a replica based on Helen’s Tower, located here on Clandeboye estate. It was selected as it was a distinct landmark, visible across the surrounding countryside that served as an abiding memory of home for the soldiers and officers of the 36th Division before their departure for further training in England and subsequently active service on the Western Front.

The 36th (Ulster) Division was also formed in September 1914. It was made up of volunteers drawn from the Ulster Volunteer Force and men mainly from the area of Ulster. It recruited men mainly from Protestant communities but many Catholics also served in its ranks. The 36th Division was one of three infantry divisions raised across Ireland in response to Secretary of State Lord Kitchener’s famous  appeal for volunteers, the other two were the 10th (Irish) and 16th (Irish) Divisions. These units were known as ‘Pal's battalions’ because the volunteers were guaranteed to be placed with the friends and neighbours they joined up with. The 36th Division moved to France in October 1915 after training at Clandeboye and Sussex. It participated in opening offensive of what was to be known as the Battle of the Somme which lasted 141 days from 1st July was sent to 18th November 1916. The Division attacked the German strong point known as the Schwaben Redoubt on 1st July 1916 at Theipval. The division managed to capture the position on the 1st July but was forced back by the end of the day. It suffered 5,104 casualties killed, wounded and missing during this attack.

To commemorate the ‘Officers and Men of the 36th (Ulster) Division and of the Sons of Ulster in other forces who laid down their lives in the Great War’ a memorial tower was constructed on the site of the 1st July attack. The memorial was known as Ulster Tower and was almost an exact replica of Helen’s Tower. The memorial was selected as it was a well-known landmark and would have been seen daily by many of the men who trained with the 36th Division at Clandeboye. The Ulster Tower was one of the first memorials to be erected on the Western Front to commemorate those who fell and remains open to the public to this day with a visitor centre and café.

Helen’s Tower was completed in 1861 by Frederick Hamilton-Temple-Blackwood, 1st Marquess of Dufferin and Ava (1826-1902) in honour of his mother Helen, Lady Dufferin (1807-1867). Lady Helen was born Helen Sheridan came from family with literary, theatrical and political connections. She was the granddaughter of Irish playwright and theatre owner, Richard Sherican (1751-1816). Helen married Commander Price Blackwood in 1825 and became Lady Dufferin in 1839 when Blackwood inherited his family title. Blackwood died in 1841 and their son, Frederick took his father’s title and the Clandeboye estate. 
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Navigating Clandeboye's First World War Camp.
In situ archaeological remains of Armstrong Hut footings help to pinpoint the location of the former Sergeant's Mess and Cook-house within North Camp.

The 4th Edition OS six-inch map sheet (1901-1957), depicting the same layout of Clandeboye North and South Camps as the 1915 Royal Engineers plan (above). Annotated, orthophotographic.
view of Clandeboye First World War  camp location today.




Carson inspecting the Troops of the North Down Battalion U.V.F
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Trench Practice, early 1915 at Clandeboye with the?
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Early entrenching practice at Clandeboye. A required element of new recruits training was to become proficient in the art of trench digging. As such, the practice was repeated regularly to both enhance skills while increasing fitness levels.

We see here examples of both slot trenches and 'S' shaped trenches. Early trenches were simple structures, they lacked traverses and were most often a narrow slot trench dug to accommodate as many men as possible, packed in shoulder to shoulder.

As the war progressed the simple slot and 'S' trench grew deeper and a lot more complex, gradually becoming areas of interwoven defensive earthworks.


Camp Life
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Men possibly of the 13th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles Machine Gun Company.
After 'basic training' the volunteers went onto 'specialist' training, becoming proficient in many other elements of trench warfare such as becoming a Machine Gunner.

Early 1914 at Clandeboye was basic, field kitchens and permanent accommodation for troops wouldn't be complete until early December 1914 so men made-do with 'brewing-up' over the camp fire. 



Heading to the Front
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This is a map shows the trenches in Thiepval Wood (in blue) that the 36th (Ulster) Division left on the morning of 1stJuly 1916 to move across ‘no man’s land’ towards the German trenches (in red) around Schwaben Redoubt, a large and very important strong point on the German lines around the place on the map marked with the 'Crucifix'. 
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REVISED TITLE - Ulster Division objectives, 1st July 1916
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Captaion: The Ulster Tower, Thiepval
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This booklet has been written to support at Helen’s Tower in July 2016 to mark the Somme Centenary. This has been drafted by: 

Heather Montgomery, QUB
Tom Thorpe, Co-Chair of Antrim and Down WFA. 
 




