


Objectives

* Outlined the economic, political
and social background to Belfast
from 1807-1833.

* Consider abolitionist activity in the
town and public opinion on the
issue.

e Set out the formation of the Belfast
Anti Slavery Society.

* Role of slavery in the 1832 Election.

e Cover the compensation for slave
owners in Belfast.
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| Belfast, 1807 to 1833 .

Religious, political and economic context ‘“




Belfast in social, political and economic flux

Political

Outcome of United Irishmen rebellion.
1800 Act of Union.

Campaign for repeal of Act of Union.
Emancipation of Catholics.

Social

* Changing demography and urbanisation.
* Rise of Sectarian tensions.

Economic

* Industrial revolution.

e Rise of the commercial classes.




National representation from Ireland

e 1782: Irish parliament get legislative
independence

e 1798: Irish Parliament with 300 MPs.

* 1800: Act of Union abolishes Irish
Parliament and from 1 January 1801,
Ireland was represented in the House
of Commons by 100 MPs from Ireland:

* Each of the thirty-two counties returned
two MPs as did the Boroughs of Dublin
City, County Dublin and Cork City, County
Cork.

* Thirty-one other Boroughs and Dublin
University sent one MP to Westminster.

The Irish House of Commons in session
(by Francis Wheatley, 1780)



MPs elected from Belfast, 1798 to 1914

e 1798: two MPs to Irish
Parliament

* 1801: Belfast became a borough
under the Act of Union and sent
1 MP to Westminster.

* 1832: 2 constituencies sending
one MP each.

» 1885: Split into four
constituencies with 1 MP each.

2007 Boundary Commission Final
Recommendations



Belfast was a ‘rotten borough’

Rotten boroughs were
underpopulated electoral districts in
the United Kingdom with
disproportionate political influence.
They had:

* Small populations compared to
other constituencies.

* Controlled by a handful of
landowners or elites.

* Landowners held multiple seats,
securing their interests.

* Reinforced the power of the
Protestant Ascendancy




Belfast was like Dunny-on-the-Wold

Population: three rather
mangy COws,

a dachshund named Colin,
as




436 VANITY FAIR, June 19, 1869,

Franchise, 1790s to 1832

e 1793: all male property holders
whose property was valued at over
40 shillings could vote.

e 1801 to 1829: the possession of
freehold land worth at least 40
shillings (£2).

* However, each borough
constituency had its own
qgualification for voting. In Belfast,
only the Sovereign and burgesses
could vote (13 wealthy men)
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Reform Act of 1832

* Primarily aimed at reforming the
electoral system to make it more
representative and fair.

* Abolished many rotten boroughs,
redistributing seats to more
populous areas

* Extending voting rights to a
broader section of the male
population.

* Marked a crucial step in the
democratization of the British
political system.
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But was a backwards step in Ireland...

e 1832: Irish Boroughs were given
a more uniform franchise. In
addition to those who qualified
under the previous rules, all
occupiers of property worth at
least £10 and resident freemen
by birth or servitude became
electors.

* In Ireland, the electorate was cut
from 216,000 to 37,000 as
qualification was raised (0.004%
of the 8m population).




Why the step back?

1. Raising the franchise property qualification to
£10in Ireland under the Reform Act of 1832
excluded a significant portion of the
population who did not meet the higher
property ownership threshold.

2.The Act was influenced by the interests of the
Anglo-Irish elite, who sought to protect their
power and maintain control over the political
system.

3.The Act was perceived by some as a means to
limit Catholic representation and uphold the
dominance of the Protestant Ascendancy,
adding to religious and political tensions.

4.The decision to restrict the electorate in
Ireland was influenced by concerns of the
British government about potential political
instability in a country with a history of
unrest.




1837

Wealth and enfranchisement
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Catholic Association and the Catholic Rent

Founded in 1823 by Daniel O'Connell for
Catholic emancipation in Great Britain.

Objective: Campaigning through mass
membership and public protests in Ireland.

1824: Introduction of the Catholic Rent, a
penny-a-month membership.

In its first year of existence the Association

had an income of £1,000 per week (960,000

Eennies a month) and at the end of the year it
ad £10,000 invested.

Impact: Constant funds, increased
membership, and the birth of mass
mobilization politics in Europe.

Catholic Church alliance: Collection of
Catholic Rent and support for pro-
emancipation MPs in elections.




Progress

Sacramental Test Act 1828 repealed,
raising hopes for Catholics.

Daniel O'Connell’s elected as MP for
County Clare, but could not take his
seat because of the Penal Law.

Government's response: Submission
cl)ggge Roman Catholic Relief Bill in

1829: Roman Catholic Relief Bill
passed, a significant victory for
O'Connell.

O'Connell's titles: "the liberator" and
the "uncrowned king of Ireland."




The Roman Catholic Emancipation Act

Passed in 1829 in the United
Kingdom.

Aimed to grant political rights and
equality to Catholics. Provisions:

Oath of Allegiance: Modified to
accommodate Catholic MPs.

Catholic MPs: Allowed to take seats
in the Parliament.

Catholic Peers: Permitted to sit in
the House of Lords.

End of Anti-Catholic Laws: Removal
of various legal restrictions against
Catholics.

A NEW SONG ON THE
CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION
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Local opposition to emancipation

¢ Gy

News-Letter published a critical article in
1828.

It gave details of a Roman Catholic meetin
in Co. Antrim in which attendees discusse
a petition seeking Catholic emancipation.

The News-Letter’s response to the petition
mocked the term “emancipation” being
used to describe Catholics in Ireland:

“The very phrase Emancipation necessarily
supposes a pre-existing state of slavery
which in relation to the Catholics of Ireland
is both unintelligible in theory and false in
fact...not even Dan. O’Connell seriously
believes they are enslaved.”

The Belfa
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Henry Cooke

* Henry Cooke was born on 11 May 1788 in County
Londonderry, Ireland.

* He came from a family of puritan settlers known
for their conservative Calvinistic beliefs and anti-
Catholic prejudices.

e Cooke's upbrin%ing and remarkable memory were
influenced by the events of the 1798 Irish
Rebellion.

* He matriculated at Glasgow College in November
1802, focusing on arts and divinity courses.

e Cooke began his ministry in Duneane, County
Antrim, and later served at Donegore and
Killyleagh.

* He engaged in theological study and missionary
work, forming a congregation at Carlow.




Cooke’s |later life

e Cooke played a crucial role in the division
within the Presbyterian Church of Ireland.

* He opposed Arian theology and fought
against the election of Arian candidates to key
positions.

* Cooke's strong political and religious beliefs
made him a leader in Ulster politics.

e Cooke's influence transformed the political
landscape of Belfast and Ulster.

* Hewasa keY figure in establishing the
Queen's College in Belfast.

* He passed away on 13 December 1868 and
was buried in Balmoral Cemetery.

* Henry Cooke's legacy endures as a symbol of
Northern Ireland’s Protestantism.




Tensions exacerbated by Henry Cooke

 He assured Belfast Protestants
that ‘there was not a Protestant
more opposed to Catholic
ascendancy’ than he was.

* Champion of Presbyterian
orthodoxy, anti Arian, Old light.

* Declared Catholics to be ‘greatly
inferior in point of education [&]
farming ... they put up with far
less comfort, both in point of
dress and food.’

Relief bust of Cooke, on the Omagh Orange Hall



Further attacks

* Cooke launched virulent attack on
Belfast Academical Institute declaring
that the teachers held Arian beliefs in
direct opposition to scripture.

. SFoke against the O’Connell-Whi
alliance to reform the Union as ‘this
close-compacted phalanx of infidelity
and Popery’

* Called Repeal ‘just a discreet word for
Romish ascendancy and Protestant
extermination’

* He challenged Daniel O'Connell's visit
to Belfast in 1841 and rallied
Protestant sentiment.




Impact

* Branch of Catholic Association
set up in Belfast in 1824

* Brunswick Clubs established, to
lobby to retain the ‘Constitution
in its Protestant essentiality’

 Belfast club set up in 1828

e Reform Society of Belfast set up
in 1830 for reform of Parliament




Birth of the cotton industry

* The Poor House introduced
cotton spinning for inmates as
‘oroductive labour’ in 1777.

* Mills started to be erected in
Belfast, both water and steam
powered.

* In 1782, 25 looms, 1791, 229,
1806, 600.




Industrialisation: rise of steam power

* John McCracken had 200
workers in mill in Donegall St,
had a 6hp engine

* John Milford had a mill in
Winetavern St, powered by 10hp
steam engine.

* Falls Cotton Mill had three
factories 2 powered by water,
one by steam

* Between 1800-1812, £350k
invested in cotton machinery




Decline of the cotton industry

By 1836, cotton manufacture had
almost ceased in the city. Reasons
were:

e Cotton mills in Lancashire could
produce cheaper and higher
qguality cotton than Belfast.

e Belfast mills had increased costs
by importing coal, cotton and
other raw materials.

e Linen was much more lucrative
than producing cotton.




Improvements in the port

* No.1 Clarendon Graving Dock
completed in 1800

* No.2. Clarendon Graving dock
completed in 1826

 Customs revenue increased from / ifﬂﬁ a e
£101k in 1784 to £393k in 1813. ' Sy e

 William and John Richie started
shipbuilding.




Trading conditions in Belfast improve (for
some)

* November 1824, removal of all
trade duties on good moving
between Britain and Ireland
(sounds familiar!)

* Though coal was more expensive
to import to Belfast, labour costs
were 1/3 lower than e A _
Manchester. : e e




‘The Northern Athens’, title given to Belfast
by John Lawless, editor, Irishman, 1826.

* However, while a spinner in
1811 earning £2 7s (515s)
weavers earnt 12-15s.

* Many home had looms at home.

* Wages rose and declined with
booms and depressions.

* Many weavers involved in the
textile industry were in dire
poverty







Demographic changes in Belfast, 1757-1911
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Overview: religious composition

Table 3: Religious Composition of Belfast Population, 1757-1891

Year Total Population No.of Catholics % of Total
1757 N.549 556 6
1784 13.(K) 1.092 8%
I1ROK 25.00x) ALY 167%
1834 IR IE 19.712 32.4%
1861 119,444 41.237 Mo1%
1871 174,412 55.575 BB
1881 208,122 59.975 28R
1891 255.950 67.378 2687

Source: |. Budge and C. O'Leary. Belfast: Approach to Crises, (London, 1973), p, 28, p. 32,




Why migrate to Belfast? Push factors

e Agriculture becoming more
efficient — fewer jobs

* Rising rents and absentee
landlords

* Sectarian tensions
* Famine and poor harvests




Pull Factors

* Jobs and employment, better than
poverty and employment

e Charity and welfare, Poor House
and Work House

* Expanding industry needed
workers

* Housing, relatives and
communities

 Belfast was a port from which
people could emigrate to Britain,
The Empire or New World.




What was the impact of migration on inter
community relations?

* Importing sectarian problems
from countryside (e.g. Dolly's
Brae conflict, Defenders/Peep O
Day Boys, Ribbonmen/Orange
men).

* Impact on jobs, economy and
employment.

* Major impact on social and
community relations.



Rise in the middle classes

* Napoleonic blockade had helped
stimulate Belfast industry to meet
the demands of the British war
economy.

* Lisburn Road opened in 1817

 Commercial opportunities for the
clever (e.g. Adam McClean,
innkeepers son who had made a
fortune as a draper)

* Financial problems of the 2nd
Marquis of Donegall meant land
and leases were sold off in central
Belfast (they moved to Ormeau)




Rise in middle class entertainments and
facilities

e Belfast Society for Improvement of
Knowledge, 1792 (Linen Hall Library)
* Belfast Theatre, 1793

 Commercial buildings, built 1819

* Georgian houses on College Square,
Chichester St

* Botanic Gardens, 1827
e Belfast Savings Bank, 1829

e Schools:
* Belfast Royal Academy, 1785
* Inst, 1816
e St Malachy’s College, 1833

* Shaws, Donegall Arms, Bullicks, High Street,
Telfair’s, Ann St, David’s, Castle St.




Rise of middle class activism

* Belfast Literary Society (1801)
e Cosmographical Society (1811)
 Belfast Anacreontic Society (1814)

* Female Society for Clothing of the
Poor (1820)

* Belfast Natural History Society
(1821)

 Belfast Medical Society (1822)
* Mechanics Institute (1825)

 Society for the Relief of the
Destitute Sick (1826)




New Newpapers were established
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_ TheBellast

News Letter.
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COUNTY OF ANTRIM.

LIQT of PERSONS applying lo lmlnn their PRRBHOLDS ot a GENERAL QUA RTER

SESSIONS of the PEACE, to

at BALLYMONEY, ou the lhh day of Octeber, 1

for the DI-||

VISION of BALLYMENA, persusne uthlutcf 10¢b Gen. TV, Cap,
Descripition of Freshold, with the N B Teurty
3 o ames of Darewy pulnr fo
Nov | Nome & Rasidence of Apphicent. 2 endt Townhuet in wideh s be Regis-|
tered,
£
1 Edward Wilion, Priestland Houses and land, Lowee Duhl!. townland of Priesdand 10
2 Williow M*Naul, Drunkendult ditto ditte u- 0
8 Joun Meove, Privatlund ditto 20
4 John Laurvuer, B llyeralg d{lu vnml-.ml u( Ballyeraiy 10
5 Juha MAfew, Purk ditto townbind of Park 10
6. Alzander Lavrvmer, Ballyernig divo townlund of Ballyeraig 10
7 William A‘Atfer. Ballpmagsive ditta tawubnd of Westpuele 10
8 Peter Norly, Cloyfiin ditn townlund of Ballywate 10
9 Andrew Dunlop, Priestland ditew bl of Pricsland 20
10 James Huskin, Peiestland ditto ditt 1
11 Jokn Boyi, Priestland ditty dirto 1
12 Andrere Tull, Privethand divo ditto 10
13 Besjumin Bugd; Pricitiand ditwe diten 10
13 Alesander Dunglas, Bwl!ydwh dite townland of Ballyelough 10
15 Williun Miller, diits tawnlund of Devjstowa 10
16 Juhu Boylund, Ball |..-¢. difta towntand of Ballychugh 10
A7 Thoumus Moore, Ballybonsly ditte o Ballyhun i
18 James M:Caw, Carntishing divo townlund of Curviitishing 10
19 Hogh Hunkin, Park dite towslund of Priesthnd 10
20 Willzem Ekin, Priestland divto ditte 19
21 Danlel Hamill, Moyeraiy Cavey, : townlend ol“n yeralg 0
22 Guorge Crawlurd, Denmafivy Upper Dunluce,  tatrulind of l)umwl\q 10
23 Jumes M Cormivk, Inlaudbuny Carey, townland of Llaudbuoy o
23 Alex. DI Coreaick, lsluadbuvy disto divo ditto 10
Tosssa s d :-nvrvh--ly.
oome & ullytuligewsn,
25 Junes Grore, O'Hara Brak A Renvcharge, § (7055 T0me 0§ oountioa of 4 poeetsenine £oo
Ballydunar, &e.
96 Willinm Trimble, Tallyapple  Houses snd Wod, Lower Dunlace,  townland of Tallympyle
27 Sawmuel Smith Laund, Kilsouwny, tawnland of Derraw 10

TR =~
of the SE:
tered In the tesegoiag lisk, By Order,

Regivtry Dusioess at BALLYMONEY will commence st TWELVE o'dlock wn the third day
SSIOHS nm‘l;, WEDNESDAY the 13th of October, when the Appliceuts will be callad in the order en-

8. DARCUS: C. P.

BELFAST ANTLSLAVERY MEETING.

On Tarsley st 3¢ one o'dock & sumiersus anil respect-
dh-nliq of the lnh-hlunu of Beltast was beld in the.
arge room of inn School- beuse, o Ohe purpos
of taking inw emsbleration the sulject of Negro Slavery,
and of adopting sub cousclrutional mewares as wichi be ad
wisexble or its cimplete ubolition,  Sir S. May, Severgign.
wwas bo-the Chale,

lm--.n.; the requisition W consequenee of whirk
Ahe meeting had bren culiel, and which had been wgned by
T50 coaperiall iunls, the Chaitman sid, that though ||
fn cunformity o the withes of s isany infloential persons
h h- 1- M'M u,«lt’ ulln‘ lk Mn'. yﬂ ln nil

Bat how, it may be asked, are those slave-holders able w)|!
wustain s grvat o loss? They are compenstol by  pro-
trcthig besnty on their smgars --nnln‘ w -WM- ar
tl 00,000 per an:

withal this, the greutest distress prevalls amongst theo. —
Tt ix sentrd o hsive beeni affiened by Mr. Marevstt, in the
Hewse of Communs, in n detate on the Buse Indin Sagar
Dutles, Ta 1§13, “ thut there wrre compiratively few vse
tates i the West Judion that hud not, during the bt 20/
yenrw, beans wold or given up o erelitorn” Tois « common |
argument tgﬂm thase who peuscientiows]y abstaim from the
'rm!ml—n Inbor, that they thereby Bures the
inmrioe uf n.. wibanue sase hut the face In otherwin e

| eatde; when' the fortaring and dwerading whip shall me
Jonger full on the persans of Helpleas nugro skaves; and
when every twgre wmother, living onder Dritieh Governe
| neent, shall press  frec-lurn iwfunt In her arwos® Mr. H.
coneladed by maving unu ing vesslution i— That
thi atatn of slasery belng repaznant to Justice, sound
polioy, and G the spivit of the Christian rvligian, o Seaiety
'h nigw farmed In oonnexion with the Antl.Slavery Sockety
in Londeu, th be denominsted the Belfmt Auxiliery Anti.
Slavery Sociecy, fur withgniing and graduslly abolishing the
statr uf slavery throaghont the Hritish duminions,” |
The resolutinn was secidel by Dr Texvesr, and pussed.
The Rev. De. Crocty sid, that a wesolution had been
put into his hands, which be would take the liberty of
Ineving, becuuse Be thought it ik duty to contribute to
the olject of the meetliing, and beeause be approved ‘..l
nerully o) tha resotution, He belleved that on the prin.
cighes of eammon justis, an well 2w of conmriencl, wel
wen Bound to put an end @ the absenianbla system of hu-
man stavery. 16 was generslly sskoowledged that we .nl
e ehlidrea of a common paruht, aud that wa by all been
redesmod by the same Saviour, snd who, with these furts'
Lefure him, will mot ubher o syatem which treatsn pertion
OF oar ruce, 10t as our hrsbers by Bature, but s

I

trent thom kindly, snil aven o glve them n renniderstion fur
thele ume, w0 that they wore slaves anly in refurence’to the
Taws of the age, but mot in rality,  As tethe alleged rights
ol owners of alavis Dow, they mght keve paid ther money,
bt every such mntraet was wold in ahstract mavality ; aad
| % 0 the allsgnl reenguition of the British laws, he denied

[ that they hud ever dune moee than csanive 3¢ thn system,

which win flest Sutroduesd Into the West Tndies by the
Buacenanesrs.  Afeer referving @ the cruel restrictions
o which in eelation 1o murrings, &o, the negrors weve for-
iserly subjerted, he nutleed i appmpeints terens the ususl
prwtenen that witheat the slave system we coudd net kerp our
calanies, and he addwl that were we ove deprived of the
enlanics altugetder, history and the established principles of)
political weunorsy would justify him fn sylng that it would
be & lons senrcely to be regruted.  [f, however, it ba desic-
nble to retain chwm, and i we cannot rwtaln them without
alavsey, ot the Aduntic swaliow them op. | Greaf appiwee);
Afer a sprech of comsblerable leagth, &0 which wer el
prevant as from dofng justice, My, B, eoncluded by relario
& vartery of foteresting wneedotes, which had beun relgerd
“him by an intelligent Indy who hat gone sposlally ta Al

nat for the purposs of viawing its bikes sl its seenery, bot)

for the purpase of studylng man.  She hed gone dows the

Selow the Saset of the brute ereation 2o Lond 'Mm/—-
Heagreed that the G i ot wish the

Missiseigpi 12 New Orlans, in nm,nny with hhmn.
where she had frequent op)

in England—n bedy of men, who, with few benoorable ex-
ceptivas, nerve thn arm of Parliamentary ervuption, by thele
Jubserviency to puwer; wuil whe suppurs, by tsie dishonea
vutes, the ssuren of 1he Miukster, whetliee tieir temiemey
be to wnalave furelgn natinns, or vheck the progress of free
dom At bemo—to sarrow the limited peivilnges of represen-
tation, er widen the avemues of an evergrown patronace
—t0 nugment tazation, anid lnrrease or erump the
barsting energles of comennren, and bind down the Hercules
of the press with the Lillipatisn theeads of penal Jegislation.
Cun it be expested that freedom will be given to the Wacky
by men, who are thus fettared by the mlfish influence of thos
witess Intecwsts are boand up with the strevious systeme of
slavery ? These are bonds which the Ministers feel. Tory will
nuver ba sispped msuyder until the pople arcemplish tie abs
w. - The good intentions of Government, it isurged by the
cautinons friends of negro emanaipation, are evident from the

mamures which have boet alreuly proposed Sy the Legis.
Inture, to amelioeate the condition of the daves, ‘I‘omlx 1he

ply Y y and
adenletons mn oo v wile o 164 Tiating nyanoe, will pever:
‘ifmnpcoompnnled by sa Infexible yesslution to enforce obe-
idlance, put an eod to West lodian sfuvery, Have not
Ministers employed the presustive acoents of recommenda.
tien? Have |hq not deawn up remslutions of the must mode.
i in

| o absvery, if they kaew bhaw te put un ead to it. Comy
aation to the sbave awners bind bren mentioned as one mede
| o sorullug the question. The Duke of Wellington wis oo-|
i tithedl o grent eredit for having taken the yake of devery off!
| this eountey, wnd there was litthe donbt that be weuld ..u.:[
in taking it off sthera; but as to duiog lhl- In the way d[

tellenton] enpacition of numq nad u-lf -u-sopuulnyal
grateful attachreent when diindly treated,  On the viyige
dawn the tiver, Lafayetteand hix party pueooely whstained
fram shewing any pucaliee spompatly with a nwmber of nae
groes whe were nbout 10 be taken 10 New Ocloins to be
ml—thry shewal them merely ennman elvility, anil yvt

wnd the monster 'dn wventared wpom it with a Kwowledge of|
its immornl oatire demrynd to suffer.  Dr. Crully objected
o the valleetion of sabsrlptions fn dis case, becaase ull thirt
eould be dome was to petition Purlinoeet, and to bring the
suljest before it mu-u.u,, Lt fue 1his’ purpose A ey
tritiing som would be seficlent.  He thim waved the se-
cousd resolution, whinh was seconded by Mr. W. Bree, wnd
Axall the ressbutions after the fiest related 1o the)
wppolntment of offcurs, &c lu the proposed Antl-Slavery
Sosiaty, we have not thuught It necesary 1o print them.,)
The Reve Me. Toutas sdmitted that this questien had &
slight shuge of pelities, aul though he liad vever poblicly
wingled in our demestic polisics; yet be bud th

'u-p--.n.m 10 thase who bad been " lmn-nI the gratitude fur this poor favenr was
blond, ke (Dr. C.) wusld mever glve countensnoe to any such | 1wt striking, Whea thiy were exposmd (o sulo at Now
Uity Apphicee | The transartion was orlginally enjust.|| Orclens, as the Ladies wha had bewn of the arty were ea-

sunlly paswing, Uhe argrees imvantly reenguiel Wi, pulled
thelr dressss, exclaiming, * Oh, Ladies, buy us—buy us fae
Jevns saks Me. B. also velated un wuwetlots of o nrgve
n New York, who having been excluded irum
are on aeceunt uf bia eolour, gave his Family the
Yost edacation, for the purpose of practically evaluting the
adanrd notion of the mental Inferiority of the Wask pepula-
tion, and the Lady refrered to had fuwmd bls fuaily one of
the mest intelligent she hnd ever met.  Fa the Unitet
States, the most unjustifinble peejadions exiar on acconnt of
enlowr—of this Mr B. gave a mest remarksble instance, hu
which Lafayette was honerably concrenvd, el wh

oppositlon to 1he wrishes and wvets the wudenvours of the

| Bheid a0 apinfen wiich b uever declioed expresing when
mecessnry, and that opinken wia, that ne nreed, ve wloor,
should deprive n Britieh subject of the rights belanging to &
British subgect.  He luid it dows a4 prluciple thut b
tman kot a pight  pot hlmself loto & shosation in which he
would be ncapacitated fur obeying the divite conmunds ;.
And if o man had mot such & right ever himself he conld
ot pomibly have it aver wnother——/ Applause ) Ar,
Tublus then ved & nwinber of inwresting docements us
trative of the stutw of slavery, expeciatly o tbe Charwr
n-hmin. the islatures of which he shewed Iulow-‘

Amerieans, did p black reglment, which
Tk been meanly overlioked, When the white regimenty
weve presnnted to the Guneral, and separately addnessed by
Wina om & public accasion,  Mr, Bryce concluded by moving
the next resalatios.

Mr, Caow rose to sveond the rowlution which bad been
rexd by Mr Bryos,  He w4 that hu had been requested by
the gentlemen through whaee exertions the present intervat-
I meting was wesembled, 1o discharge that duty. [t was
with reluetance he eomplied with their wishm, which were
not communieated to him antil & feww hours since. A sense

the mest respeciful,

and n--u-inwl o the Colonial Governmenss in & tose

marked by gentleray and good temper—it might be added,

by timidity and indecislon? In what apiris bas this con-

ciliatary policy been rvenived P I that of vbelieace? No

—uf n desice 1o mest the wishes of 1he mother enunery by

{ndoptiag her mild and salusary lastrociions? No! Adme-

nitions Dave been disragarded, ssothing advice Jaughed at,

threats desplsed ; in fae, the ausharity of the de-\ O\s

vernmant trested with (msleace end conta

have beea this dny read S0 the mevting which fally .u-

thas the vesolutiens by Mr. Canning, in 1828,

thaugh intended o conciliste prejodices, and to effact by

lenient measures what the writer thaaght it imprudent w
exturt by force, buve barn, In the mujurhy of lnstancos, of
no mare ealun than the papec on which they wers inserinl

or the wax which aflxrd 10 them the Tmpress of oficlal au-

thavity.  Wha, then, in ta he dune? Let Bomeet nud libeval

minded men wasocinte 10 Awaken and direct pupalar sentiment

#u the vast quastion which bas been the lang trifled with,—

Lot the exciting and beaefidul prindple of en-operation ba

rmployed to tranvmit the opliiens of the propds $o the qunr-
ter where they wuull be most keenly felb. 11 exprosssd
Grmly, temperntely, and ennstivutisnally, helr foree will be
resietless and thelr triumph certain. Ths oljres of aiitiaslaves
ry meetings is not te embarease Miniseers in their offurts 1o
Banish from our crlenles an evil, whick kea been the growth
of ages, snil the prolific surce of anatrerable ahamisations.
If they be siscare in Ir intentions, shey will receiva,
| threagh public assemblies, legnlly esostitated, that cardial
|wappart which is fully compesent 0 put down the aainirs
1of an intrreatid party, anil ta drown their fasble cries of dis
sent 0 1hr Joyous aud overwheluisg ped of gevern! apnesval.

Bet, l' A lollow faithlesssess Jurk wnder these specious

| the progress of education and of rellygion
the slaves, though when foreed by public epinivn, they bad

metimes passed umhnl Tawy im their favor, of ivich lows
i s il e e

moalad mame 8

of his awn would have him frean
aezupying o conspiraas a psition ax that in which be found
bissdl placed. had e nst reflected that it was the duty o
wvery Indleidual. whatevar micht be bis rank In saclete. and

hon will sach msetings 48 tiat now asseinsied
be the mesns of bringing hypeetisy to shaine, of expos-
ing & cowardly spirit to universal seomn ; anil of uitiniately

{alavatine in tha el

belng those anfectanate ercaturrs




Belfast Monthly Magazine (1808)

- Founded and edited by William Drennan in
1808.

- Numerous editorials addressing the evils
of slavery.

- Mainly of nationalist character, advocating
reform of the 'Catholic Question.'

- Surprisingly, the primary readership was
predominantly Protestant.

- Focuses on Irish subjects: origins, history,
antiquities, politics, language, and
topography.

- Explores links between Ireland and the
world, appealing to "universal
philosophers."
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Belfast Commercial Chronicle (1805)

- Established alon%side the Monthly
Magazine, the Beltast Commercial
Chronicle focused on the commercial
sectors of the town.

- Demonstrated a clear stance against
slavery and the slave trade.

- Frequently published articles
addressing the issues of slavery,
reflecting the newspaper's commitment
to social justice.

- Poetry served as a popular tool for
Belfast anti-slavery supporters,
amplifying the moral and emotional
dimensions of their stance.

' Thr Beltast tomm;z;_{al Chrowicle. '
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Belfast Commercial Chronicle purpose and

function

- Aimed at engaging and informing
individuals involved in commerce,
aligning with the newspaper's
commercial focus.

- Played a significant role in promoting
anti-slavery sentiments within Belfast's
community.

- The publishers of the Chronicle, due to
it being aimed towards the town’s
commercial sector that an end of
slavery could affect local businessmen
who traded in products such as sugar
and cotton. Despite this however, the
paper frequently published abolitionist
material in the 1820s.

I
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Belfast Commercial Chronicle content

In 1805 the Chronicle published a
poem in which it criticised the
hypocrisy of the trade:

“Proud Christians, who boast of
their civilisation, Go far beyond
Pagans in cruelty’s art...”

The rhetoric within the Chronicle
is highly similar to that used both
in the previous century and in the
poem “The Abolition of the Slave
Trade”.







James Hamilton, 1st Duke of Abercorn

- Born into an Ulster-Scots aristocratic
family on January 21, 1811. -
Succeeded grandfather's titles and
estates at age seven in 1818.

- Educated at Harrow School and Christ
Church, Oxford.

- Appointed Lord Lieutenant of
Donegal in 1844; - Served as Groom of
the Stole, Privy Counsellor, and Viceroy
of Ireland in 1866.




James Hamilton, 1st Duke of Abercorn, later
life

- Became Marquess of Hamilton and Duke of
Abercorn in 1868. - Envoy-Extraordinary for
King Umberto | of Italy's investiture with the
Order of the Garter in 1878.

- Elected Chancellor of the University of Ireland
in 1881.

- Married Lady Louisa in 1832, had fourteen
children;

- Committed to maintaining family status, seven
daughters married into the peerage.

- Died on October 31, 1885, at Baronscourt,
County Tyrone.




1806 speech

‘My principles, which | believe are
just what they were upon all
subjects, are upon none the more
steady than upon the slave
trade...it [is] a duty to God and
man to hold in abomination the

principles trafficking in human
blood and misery...’




Celebrating abolition of the British slave trade

——————

* Public celebration of the T & METTING (e TERCHANTS of WATER-

. )
FORD, b =t their Commiztee-Rouis, on Wedavsday,

abolition of slavery | EETETTE

A AN NELIJ., in the Chair,

Resorven. That in Order to commemorate the Abe.ition

* Formal thanks given to of v ol o, £

tion Lo entered 1nto, to be apt

i b x ¥ i W
to the Release and Relif ¢ fortunate Lebhtors now contined

1 . in the DPrisons of this City, and such orther Charitable Turposes
Wilberforce at meetings. e e esms f ccpsdiei b e Gt 56 e
subscribers, ‘
Resorvep, That our Fellow Citizens be wvited to co-
omerate wigh us, fer the above luud:ble Pwpotesy and that |
& yony NeweortT & Sov, and J. & A. Arxins, and N. BE
‘roTTowe, Esqrs. Baukers, be requested to receive their Subd
CIIpLIONS. |
ResorLvep, That our sincere Thanks he transmitted by cun
Chairman to Witriam WiLserroRrCE, E<q. for his active ard
¢ntinued Fxertions in thut great Cause of Humanity, and
wi.ch have so l..x“fd)' terminated.
W. PENNELL, CHamrno.
The Friends to the Aholition of the Blavd Trade propoce toy
snmemorate that Event by Dining together, at the Comuner-
¢l Buldings, on Monday, the th of May next.
11 kets to be had at the Bar.

Waterford, z\pl'” 18, 1807%



Press agitation

In 1816, frequent mention was | II?I‘_‘IID MASTM_C_RE IN VIR(.INIA ~

made in the Belfast Commercial
Chronicle of the “Friends of civil &
religious liberty” It spoke not only
on the liberation of slaves from
slavery, but on the topic of
liberty.
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Denied religion

In 1819, the BNL frequently spoke of
the treatment of slaves, and in 1819
criticised the treatment of slaves in
the USA. Of particular focus in this
article was the interference
encountered by the slaves when they
wished to partake in religious
services:

“That such feelings and practices
should among men, who know the
value of liberty, and profess to
understand its principles, is the
consummation of wickedness.”

TUE ILLUSTRATRED LONDON XKWs

FANAE W mmd 10 A PRS0 AT Caliin s et fans o
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ORIGINAL POETRY.
Lor be Belfast Commerrial Chrowicls.}

The Persecuted Negro TS

ot "—4 J—l.t/".]d.-n "‘“W‘

Wisposm's epurn’d, and lonely silence
Keeps our Chapel clos’d by pride.

Abewe
Chart vidy v--rLi ;crralv)
I'n e boekeal

“What was heard, that,Chiefs! ycur vi'lence wERfA

Toprer
wu,mmmw wag Con.

Parts the Negrd and his Guide? e =

Was it addod—= Mk the leature
Ollhm mJ ‘meend Dies nae”
Geb, whese pity sees the wasraw

Did you think tu keep us pray’rless, ﬁ‘é’“.:a.&

Lest Heav'n's King should hear our cry? LT
Or that Truth would make us fearless T

Vo improve thes we're uatie,

I h-l- that woees ¢ -a.unon-,

In the cause of Liberty? L

Ev'cy wretch, ia o¥ ymg.
May inquire for heav'uly truthe,

llwhm‘m‘bulll-'a
ith her

Impions men’ had Fortune made you S e

deepest gath,
Whien they sex all rask’s gradaiemy

Slaves in Africa, many a Chicf, D

Pray 1o’ * pemec:
l.lu-u dulumlu

Charitably wotld persuzde you Rt

Promise Heav's"s 1ot w0 the w.r,,
s fesedomm to the B ;

) & brace his false belief ; A e
0 emDrace ns eliel 5 T,
rom Captiviny were

You, who should be heard deploring S

Our wild errars, wield your rod, i
“To prevent us from adoring, - h
With yourselyes, the living Gob.

Belfast Commercial Chronicle - Saturday 20 May 1809



Much expression through poetry

Why was poetry an important medium?

1.Emotion and Romanticism: Poetry in this
period was characterized by the Romantic
movement, which celebrated intense
emotions and the beauty of nature.
Wordsworth's "I Wandered Lonely as a
Cloud" and Coleridge's "Kubla Khan"
exemplify this focus on the sublime and
emotional experience.

2.Social Commentary: Poets used their
verses to comment on pressing societal
issues. Lord Byron's "Don Juan" satirized
contemporary society, while Robert
Burns' poems highlighted the struggles of
the common people.

William Wordsworth



Nationalism and innovation

3. National Identity: In Ireland, poets like
Thomas Moore expressed nationalistic
sentiments through their verses,
contributing to the preservation of Irish
cultural identity.

4. Literary Innovation: The early 19th century
witnessed innovative poetic forms and
styles, with the emergence of the lyrical
ballad and the use of conversational
language. This exPerimentation expanded
the boundaries of poetry.

5. Legacy: The works of poets from this era
continue to be studied and celebrated for
their enduring impact on literature and
culture, making poetry a vital form of
expression in early 19th century Britain
and Ireland.




Celebration of the abolition of slavery in
Morocco

* Trans-Saharan Slave Trade:

Centered in Morocco from the 7th to the early 20th
century.

Enslaved Africans transported from Timbuktu to
Marrakesh.

Afr(ijcan tribes converted to Islam participated in the
trade.

Almoravid dynasty facilitated trade in exchange for
goods.

Sultan Isma‘il ibn Sharif incorporated Sub-Saharan
slaves into his army.

e Barbary Slave Trade:

Morocco's role in the Barbary slave trade from the
16th to the early 19th century.

Barbary corsairs from North African Ottoman
provinces and Morocco captured European slaves.

Ransoming or enslaving merchant ship crews enriched
the rulers.

Estimated 1-1.25 million Europeans captured by
Barbary pirates.

Belfast Commercial Chronicle - Saturday 16 November 1816,

p.4

By WILLIAM THOMAS I'ITZGERALD, Esq.

e TR~
AND SUNG BY MR. DIGNUM.
- — ‘
When France was subdued, and in dust laid her power,
England hop'd that her triumphs long peace would restore,

RBut a barharous foe, in an insolent hour,

" Drew down her just vengeance to punish the Meor.

The Infideis thought, when dismantled her fleet,
Aud her seamen return'd, and dispers’d on her shoree,
That the spoils of the main would soon lie at their feet,
And no flag rule the sea but the flag of the Moors !

Humarity sigh’d to see Afric enslave,

The Christians that Fortune had thrown in her hand ;

And Europe might blush to behold on the wave,

" A Pirate that plunder’d both ocean and land !

To England the nations appeal in their fears,
And when did they ask her protection in vain ?
* Fer Fxmouth in thunder bore down on Algicrs,
To make the Moors yield to the Lords of the Main !

Like lightning he split every moon-crested tower,
Ard, with flames swept their plundering ships from the sea

" Fle hum!led the Dey, who bent low to his power,

And set all the Christians frem slavery free !
For the Trident of England shall still rule the wave,
Yo protect the oppress'd ! and enfranchise the slave !

(The two last lines to be repeated in singing )
Ashtead-Cottnge, Oct. 8, 1816.
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Was slavery a popular issue?

BNL, June 1800 noted:

‘The distresses of the poor have
for many months been very
severe and still continue...further
aid must be had...

Weavers suffered from poor
wages and poverty diets




Jemmy Hope

Hand weaver Jemmy Hope wrote
to Mary Ann McCraken in 1808
that he had to leave the
employment of John McCraken
(brother) for ‘want of wages, not
being able to support my family
out of my salary’.




Francis Johnston

* Francis Johnston was an employer who
employed home based weavers.

* In 1815, weavers were in dispute with him
and agreed to ‘neither weave a web for
him...or permit others to work for him’.

* It was alleged that Johnston had given work
to others at lower prices than other
employers at the time.

* August 1815: an attempt was made to burn
Johnston’s home down in Peter Hill. In
February 1816, Johnston was burned out of
his home.




Execution and resolution

* A f2k reward given to catch the culprits. Several were
arrested. James Park and James Dickson were given 18
months and 300 lashes.

* Two weavers, John Doe and John Magill were hanged for
their part outside Bank Budlings (Primark) in 1816.
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* Another weaver, Joseph Madden, was also executed for his
part in the attack.

1817: John McCann, tried but acquitted for having shot the
president of the Weavers’ Society with whom he had a
dispute.

Industrial action led to 1818 strike which forced employers to
modify their wage reductions.

Typhus outbreak in 1817/8 killed 7,000 Belfast weavers in
three years.



Poverty in 1830

* Depression years weavers worked
from 4am to midnight for 4s 6d per
week.

e 17 Feb 1830, meeting of gentlemen
at St Anne’s church agreed to
provide relief.

* Many weavers lived on ‘Indian’
meal for animals, described as
‘unfit’ for human consumption.

 Mulholland told Parliamentary
commissioners that workers can
‘60 to 70 miles to be employed’.




Slave Girl incident, 1818

In 1818, Belfast News-Letter (23 June
1818) published a Chronicle article
detailing a fifteen-year-old slave
girl's arrival in Belfast with abusive
masters.

Reports claimed she sought refuge
upon discovering her freedom but
was apprehended and destined for
Jamaica.

The incident triggered a public
outcry, leading the Sovereign to
intervene and summon the girl for
investigation.




Resolution

Subsequent inquiries revealed
inaccuracies in the story, clarifying
that the girl had left Belfast
willingly.

Despite factual discrepancies, the
strong public reaction
underscored Belfast's vehement
opposition to slavery and its
disapproval of slave owners.

Portrait of an older woman in New Orleans with her
enslaved servant girl in the mid-19th century



Presbyterian Synod, 1828

* Presbyterian Synod met in
Armagh in July.

* It discussed slavery and an anti-
slavery petitions being
forwarded to the government.

* The Synod’s support for
abolition was a topic of
discussion




Twelve slave incident, 1828

- A cargo of sugar from Bermuda
arrived two ships, the Belfast and
the Griffin in September 1828.

- A "man of colour" residing in
Belfast appealed to local citizens
for assistance in freeing the

twelve slaves who were on board. e AR PR e
v ! b ) '." ) ) \ -,_‘ g ':“ !:‘--," J

- Men called before Magistrates at i \-r_s: _j;

Belfast Police Court to be asked TR | ) ARt N |

whether they wanted to be freed
or return home



The twelve slaves

* They were ‘healthy stout men,
clean and well clothed...seemed to
be 16 to 20 years of age..

* The men ‘spoke English very well..

* |In Bermuda ‘their employment was
not very laborious, they did some
work on the Sabbath...they usually
attended a Protestant place of
workshop...’

 Their masters hired them out and
got 2/3 of their wages.

e

SLAVERY —INTERESTING INVESTIGATION.

Yesterday an investigation took place at the Seasion
house of this town, before C. M. Skinner, Esq. u.;e
Police Magistrate, and William Clark, Esq. J.P. The
circumstances connected with this enquiry are these : —

Some time since the Laviuia, from Trinidad for Bel-
fast, put into Bermuda in a leaky state. She was con-
demned, ard two vessels (the Belfast, a brig, snd the
Girithin, a schooner,) were chartered to bring her cargo
of sugars to Belfast. They arrived here about a fort-
mght ago, and discharged their cargoes. A few days
since, & man of colour who resides in this town, waited
on a member of the Society of Friends, and irformed
yim that there were twelve Slaves on board of the Ber-
nuda vessels. T'his fact having been communicated to
he Moyallen Branch of the London African Anti-Sla-.
:::{ Assodation, Messrs. W Christy, Dawson,

Sinton, members, immed aired to Belfast,
md waited on severul of the Magistrates, and claimed
heir interference in liberating those unfortunate men.

Abhccct cu o 200 0 0. .0



Resolution

- Three men chose freedom, while
the others opted to return to slavery
to reunite with their families.

- The meeting organizers emphasized
their intention was not to criticize
employers but to provide slaves with
the option of freedom.

- Organisers pledged support for
those choosing freedom, assisting
them in finding employment.




William John Brown

* In August 1830, William John
Brown, a black American and
former slave, appeared in Belfast
Police Court.

* Accompanied by members of
the Society of Friends, he looked
frail and spoke in a feeble voice.

* Recounted his journey from
slavery in Virginia to freedom,
and subsequent kidnapping by
slavers.

NOW IN PORT.

FOR NEWwW ORLE-\NS
To Suil on the 10th Sept
The first clm’Brep ember,

PLA NTER
CHARLES KENN, Commander,

| Coppered and Copper-fastened, and Sails remarkably fast.
For Freight or Passage, hav%ﬂn accommodations,

apply to
VANCE, or

1 ERT GAM
Who have for SALE, sg#ived by said Vuse?LF

883 Bales Orleans COTTOA.
Belfast, Tth August, 1830. ‘ (135

07 The Sailing of the PLANTER is enavoils
PUSTPONED till the 1Stk instant. navoidubly




Kidnapping and Enslavement

* In 1826, slave speculators
kidnapped him from his home in
Baltimore, Maryland, despite
having papers of freedom.

* Transported to New Orleans,
sold multiple times, and forced
into labour, loading cotton onto
ships.

|

Sraveny.—On Thursday, '12th jnst. a very curious
case-of dlavery underwent investigation at the Police-office
of Belfast, befare C, M, Skinner, Esq. 7. P.—William John
Brown, aged about 50 years, was brought béfore that gentle-
man under the fullowing etreumstances :—Brown was, ac-
cording to his own negount, a free black, born in Baltimors,
and had a wife and five children, who resided with him in
his own hogse.  His dowestic happiness, however, was
rifectually destroyed by sumeof that class stylell, in America,
slave-speculators, by whom he was kidnapped, and compelled
to cruss the country in such a manner as rendered it impos
sible fur him to form any idea of the roate taken. He was

the end of which, he found that he had been conveyed to
New Orleans. At this place’ he was detained three yrars
and a half. He was sold, ns a slave, by one King, toa per-

the property of Mr. J. Vance, of Belfust. Brown, anxions
to vegain his liberty, purchased a dollur's worth of biseuit,
and contrived to couceal himself iu the hold of this vessel,
amongst n quantity of cotton. Immediately after he had
thus secreted himself, the vessel proceedod to Belfust, where
she arvived on the 4th inst.  Daring the passage he subsist.
ed on the biseuit, gliding oceasionally out of his retreat in
the night tiwe, in opder to obtain water, and satisfy other
cills of pature. Brown dechures thut none of the ship's
crew koew of his concealmenty, save one man, whose name
he would not divulge; and he was not seen on board by the
| captain, mates, or any other of the crew.  He was not even
| seen getting on shore. when the vessel came to the quay,—
| Oue of the erew ufterswards saw him in the street, and cor-
municated the fact. This intimution led to his arrest, and,
| of course, to the heaving of the case before Mr. Skinner,—
Sume members of the Society of Friends, and others, actuat-
ed by that spirit of philanthropy, which forins a strong trait
in the character of that most valuable community, attended
on behalfof the oppressed man of colour, and Mr. Skinner hav-
ing, with wuch patience anil strict regard to justice, heard
Brown's statement in detail, and provounced him to be a
\free man, be was libernted, and left the office in corapany
with those benevalent gentlemen who had esponsed his cause,
He way ilso acconrpanied by an intelligent and spirited blaek,
mn inhabitant of Belfust, who evinced a livély intervet in his
behalf, and plesded his cause with an animation and
zeal which ‘was honoursble to his feelings. From Brown'y
appearance, he seems to have suffered much from hunger
anl confinement.

put on board of a vessel, in which he remained 25 days, at ||

son named Jacob, who employed him in loading the Planter, |




Escape and Freedom

e Secretly planned escape with the help of
a crew member on the brig Planter,
during a voyage to Belfast.

* Hid in a cotton bale, sustaining himself on
biscuits; escaped upon arrival in Belfast.

e Caught but supported by Quakers in
court; declared free by the magistrate.

e Lived in Belfast as a laborer near
Smithfield Market.

e Passed away in November 1831, buried in
an unmarked grave in Clifton Street
Cemetery.

 Noted in burial records that his wife and
children remained enslaved in America.




Unknown man from Bermuda, 1833

- A slave from a Bermuda vessel arrives in
Becllfast, initially intending to return to the West
Indies.

- Changes his mind and seeks help from the
Anti-Slavery Society to stay and claim his
freedom.

- Mr. Carlile and Wm. Clarke, Esq. advocate for
the man's case, aiding in his emancipation.

- The man, stolen by a slave dealer from
Martinique, had been hired out as a cook in a
trading vessel.

- His former owner received 12 dollars per
month for his labor.

- Now free, he expressed joy in his newfound
freedom and willingness to work for his
livelihood in Belfast.

—

A Emancipated in Belfast.—Some days ago

a vessel belonging to Bermuda arrived in this port. It
was understood that a Elavd was on board, and that he
was anxious to return to the West Indies, though
aware of his right to freedom by remaining in this
country. However, on Friday evening he called on
the Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society, and ex-
pressed a strong desire to remain in this country as a
freeman. Mr. Carlile called on Wm. Ciarke, Esq. who
entered warmly into the poor man’s case. He has re-
cained his liberty, seéms delighted with his newly ac-
quired freedom, and perfectly willing to work for his
support. We have heard that he was originally stolen
by a dealer from Martinique, and has for several
vears been hired out by his late owner as a cook in a
trading vessel, the owner receiving 12 dollars per month

as remuneration for the serviees. |



Meetings for anti slavery activity

» Established in 1816 by Robert
Finley.

* Originally named the Society for
the Colonization of Free People
of Color of America until 1837.

* Aimed to encourage migration of
freeborn blacks and
emancipated slaves to Africa.

Meeting This Evening.

TO THE

FRIENDS OF AFRICA,

HE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIE-

TY have now, during Eleven Years, been employed |

in settling Christianized and Emancipatsd Negroes on the

West Const of Africa, with a view to extend Christianity |
among the Heathen and Mahometan Tribes, and to form a |

barrier against the continuance of the Trade on that
Coast. Providence has already wonderfully blessed their
labours. Three Thou<and Christian Negroes have been set-
tled in the Colony of Liberia; and these bave been joined
by =0 many Natives, that the Colony now extends ahout 280
miles along the Coast, and inclades a popalation of nearly
30,000, partly employed in Agriculture, and partly in Com-
merce—having a regular African Governarent, Schools,
Printing P ess, Newspaper, Places of Worship, and a stated

Christian Ministry, including Epigeopalians, Preshyterians,
Methodists. and Baptists.
The FRIENDS of the abgve Plan are respectfully re-

quested to attend a MEETIXG, in the

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
MAY-STREET,

Upon WEDNESDAY, the 6th inst. at SEVEN o’ Clock
Evening,

When ELLIOTT CRESSON, of Philadelphia, the Re.
preseutative of the Society, will attend, and give a statement
of the principles, plans, and progress of the Settlement, and
its happy influence in destroying the Teade,

Sir S. MAY has kindly consented to tuke the Chair on
this oceasion. (795




Educational lectures

Lectire this Evenine, by & N EGRO -SLAVERY.
Ry it o %(E)g]\lSEmo:; LECTURES on NEGRO SL4
: " will be' delivered, under the Divi ik
COURI:FE(?I[{,S Lfé;’ERY. in the LANCASTEmeﬁgrscl"a"oeorrt::aog'gﬁbxﬁ;"f{;
5o ¢ on NE !g .| C. STUART, as follows, viz, sem . X
VERY will be delivered, undernth: l};.ngO SLA, £ T T 4

inthe LANCASTERTAN SCE OL-HOQU
Rev. C. STUART, as follows, viZ. -

3. FRIDAY, 3ist Dec. ...

S 1 - ... § Histary and present 51
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. Comparative view of Bon
and West Indig :S‘hwen,
Justice andpmcticabﬂ,’ty'é
immediate Emaneipagio,
Duty of refraining Sron
. o ‘ Slave’ Sugar, §'c &e,
- Lectures to begin at ONE o'cleck, .y,
(477 77 Admission free. (477
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; e 4. SATURDAY, Ist Jan. ..
Lectures to begin at ONE O’cIOck, P4y §e. &, A ' an.
- : Admission free.
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Formation

- In September 1830, the Belfast
Anti-Slavery Society (BASS) was
established, marking a pivotal
change in the town's stance on
slavery.

- The society's formation resulted
from a request by one hundred and
fifty inhabitants who urged Sir
Stephen May, the Sovereign of
Belfast, to convene a meeting.

- The primary objective of the
meeting was to promote the
abolition of slavery within the British
Empire.

Meeting this Day.

ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING.
TO SIR STEPHEN MAY,

SOVEREIGN OF BELFAST.

E, the undersigned, respectfully request you to
call a MEETING of the Inhabitants of this Town
and neighbourhood, on as early a day as conveiient, to take
into consideration the propriety of forming a Society, whose
ohject shall be to obtain by all lawful and prudent means
the abolition of Slavery throughout the British dominions.
(Signed by about 150 respectable I.nhabitants.)

Agr eably to the foregoing Requisitien, I call a Meeting
of the Inhabitants of the Town and neighbourhood of Bel-
fast, on TUESDAY, the 14th instant, in the Lancasterian
School- House, at ONE o’clock. o

(Signed) STEPHEN MAY, Soverelm:'._
8th September, 1830, (St




Who was present?

People attending anti slavery
meeting on 14 September 1830

were described as ‘respectable’.

Meeting chaired by the
Sovereign, Sir Stephen May.

Rev. Dr Crolly, RC bishop
Rev Thomas Dix Hincks
Rev Prof William Bruce

BELFAST ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING.

On Tuesday last at one o'clock a pumerous and respect-
able meeting of the inhabitants of Beltast was held in the
lurge room of the Lancasterian School. house, for the purpose
of taking into consideration the subject - of Negre Slavery.
and of adopung such coustitutional measures as unght be ad
viseable Tov its complete abolition. Sir S, May, Sovereign,
svas in-the Chair.

‘After veading the requm::on in consequence of which

the meeting had been called, and which bad been signed by |

150 vespectatle individuals, the Chairman said, that though

in cunl‘ormu) to the wishes of so wany mﬂuumal persons |

he had in hiy official cajacity called the meeting, yct he did
not mean to take an active part in its proceedings. He fell
in common with the requisitionists the strongest possible

objectious to the general system of slavery, but in the settle- |

ment of this specific gquestion so many interests were to be
recunciled, that any measure which would hurry it to a pre-

cipitate conclusion would be injudicious. especially as Go-|
vernment had resolved on patting an end 1o it as soon as itf
In an eulightened country, an immediate|

could be done.
transition from a state of slavei ¢ to a state of freedom might




Rev Thomas Dix Hincks, LLD, MRIA (1767-
1857)

* Born 24 Jun 1767 in Dublin, Ireland
* Son of Edward Hincks and Bithier Dix
* Husband of Anne Boult; married 1791

* Father of Edward Hincks DD, William Hincks,
Thomas Hincks, and Francis Hincks

e Died 24 Feb 1857 at age 89 in Belfast, Ireland

* Educated by Mr Mercer, entered Trinity College
Dublin on 1 November 1784, aged 17; No degrees
recorded

* Ordained a Presbyterian minister; worked at the
Old Presbyterian Church (Unitarian) on Princes
Street in Cork

* Founded the Cork Institution and taught in Fermoy,
County Cork

* From 1821 to 1836, served as classical headmaster o
at the Belfast Academical Institution Rev Thomas Dix Hinks



Sir Stephen Edward May (1781-1845)

- He was the illegitimate son of (Sir)
(James) Edward May*, 2nd Bt.

- On 17 Jan 1820, he married Frances
Stella, the daughter of Reb. Brinsley
Nixon of Paynestown, co. Meath.

- In 1816, he was knighted.

- May held several offices during his
lifetime:

- Storekeeper in Belfast in 1803

- Collector of customs in Belfast from
April 1816 to 1832

- He also served as a captain in the
Belfast volunteer infantry in 1814.




Later life

- May's political career included
representing the constituency of BELFAST
from 16 Sept. 1814 to April 1816.

- He was known for his support of Catholic
relief and his vote for Parnell's motion on
30 May 1815.

- Generally, he voted in favor of government
policies on various issues.

- In March 1816, he received the
collectorship of customs and a knighthood
as part of a deal.

- Sovereign of Belfast, 1830

- Stephen Edward May passed away on 28
Oct 1845 at the age of 64.




William Crolly (8 June 1780 — 8 April 1849)

* Positions:
e Bishop of Down and Connor (1825-
1835)

* Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Armagh (1835-1849)

 Early Life and Education:

* Native of Ballykilbeg near
Downpatrick

e Educated at Mr. Nelson's Classical
school in Downpatrick

e Attended Maynooth College,
excelling in Dogmatic Theology
(1806)

* Ordained as a priest by Archbishop
Troy in the same year




Later life

. Bishop of Down and Connor:

* Appointed in 1825, the first Catholic bishop
amed in Belfast

. Establlshed St. Malachy's College in 1833
e Qversaw construction of numerous rural parish
churches
. Archblshop of Armagh:
Appointed in 1835

* Initiated construction of Armagh Cathedral in
1840

. Supported non-denominational education and
Queen's College's in 1845
. Legacy
Remembered as a "thoroughly tolerant man"
who advanced his church
e Died of cholera in Drogheda in April 1849

e His birthplace in Ballykilbeg, County Down, is
commemorated with a blue plaque.




Rev Prof William Bruce (1790 - 1868)

e William Bruce was born on 16 November 1790 in Belfast.

* He was the second son of Rev William Bruce DD, a prominent
Presbyterian minister and Principal of Belfast Academy.

* Educated at his father's school, known as "Bruce's Academy,"
and later attended the University of Dublin, Trinity College.

* Graduated in 1809 with a Bachelor of Arts (AB) degree.
* Ordained as a priest by Archbishop Troy in 1806.

* Became the Minister of the First Belfast Presbyterian
congregation, Rosemary Street, in 1812.

* Active in the Belfast Literary Society and Belfast Society for
Promoting Knowledge.

* Led the Northern Presbytery of Antrim, advocating for non-
subscribing Presbyterians.

* Retired from active ministry on 21 April 1867.

Belfast Academy.



Later life

Served as Minister of the First Belfast Presbyterian congregation for
fifty-five years.

Also held the position of Professor of Latin and Greek at the Belfast
Academical Institution (later the Royal Belfast Academical Institution)
for twenty-eight years.

Instrumental in the establishment of St. Malachy's College in 1833.

PIaI ed a key role in the intellectual, ecclesial, and charitable life of
Belfast.

Advocated for reciprocal accommodation of books with the new
Queen's College.

Known for his theological views, similar to his father's, and for his non-
polemical style.

Elected Moderator of the Northern Presbytery of Antrim in 1862.

Involved in various charitable activities and keenly interested in
agriculture.

Remembered for his gentle amiability, high esteem, and valuable
services.

. . ’v""-"t%?,vfumhj\ at 1@
William Bruce passed away on 25 October 1868 at his home, "The ko Churag
Farm," in Belfast. ekl

st(‘bm@pdfm
;‘"’.‘hq,'




Anti Slavery and the Whig party

- In November 1830, just two months after
the establishment of BASS, a town meeting
drew over two thousand "wealthy and
influential” inhabitants.

- Attendees, celebrating the non-
denominational character of the gatherin ,
passed resolutions demanding reform an
criticising Donegall influence and interests.

- Notable figures in town politics, such as
Robert James Tennent and James Emerson,
were among the attendees.

- The simultaneous formation of BASS and
the Whig party reflected the survival of
eighteenth-century liberal ideals in the
town despite growing religious tensions and
criticism towards Catholic emancipation.

ALLOCK rir ste
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Activism and Advocacy

- The BASS emerged as a dynamic and
impassioned society with a dedicated
membership.

- Regular communication with British
societies showcased strenﬁthening i
bonds between Britain and Belfast Taens
during this period.

- Shared reports included interviews
with the BASS's delegation and Belfast
MPs, notably Presbyterian Robert James
Tennent.

- Tennent, a member of the prominent

Tennent family and brother-in-law to Rev. John Edgar
MP James Emerson Tennent, played a

key role in the society.

T/
[ A
{1 e

J
|
!




BASS and politics

- The society's commitment was evident
when Reverend John Edgar, a
Presbyterian minister, informed Tennent
that only abolition supporters would
receive members' votes during his MP
candidacy in Belfast districts.

“l am directed by the committee of the
Belfast auxiliary antislavery society to
faithfully and pointedly to request from
you an explicit declaration, whether,
should you be returned as a member of
parliament, you will use every
constitutional means for effecting,
throughout the British dominions, the
immediate extinction of Negro Slavery.”

£ niou st Froosmesse Ve L nlon wilh Nhweebolders,
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Activities

In 1833, members from the BASS,
including Robert James Tennent,
formed part of a delegation which
was sent to London to demand
abolition in the lead up to the
1833 Slavery Abolition Act.
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1832 Election and Abolition of Slavery

- The 1832 election marked a
transformative period in Belfast's political
landscape, revealing shifting dynamics and
priorities.

- Notably, the election underscored the
significant role of the abolition of slavery in
the town's political discourse.

- In December 1832, an article in the Whig
exposed both the acrimony of the election
and the candidates' stances on slavery.

Candidates:

Conservative/Tory - Lord Arthur
Chichester/James Emerson Tennent

Whig - Robert James Tennent/William
Sharman Crawford




Crawford’s position

;...the practice of one human
being claiming a property in the
body of another human being, is
contrary to both divine and
human law...the immediate
abolition of such a system is
essential to the exercise of any
effectual means for the
improvement of the condition of
our enslaved fellow-creatures.

Robert James Tennent agreed.




Chichester’s position

He argued that “every
constitutional means should be
adopted for its immediate
extinction throughout the British
dominions.

But, he’d leave it “to the wisdom
of Parliament the devising of the
most suitable plan for carrying
into effect that compensation
which may be required by existing
interests...”




Emerson Tennent’s view

It was similar to Chichester’s, while he
campaigned for abolition he believed
colonists should be reimbursed for lost
profits if abolition were successful.

“You forget...that if there is to be any
‘hanging’ in the case, the British
Parliament, who at one time compelled
the colonists to keep slaves, are the
men who ought to be ‘hanged up by the
neck,” and not the planters, who, under
their guarantee, expended large sums in
the purchase and improvement of
colonial estates...I| would wish to
combine ‘humanity to the negroes’ with
‘charity’ to the planters.”

Sir James Emerson Tennent, 1st Bt
by Richard Austin Artlett, after George Richmond
stipple engraving, published 1836



James Emerson Tennent MP

- Born on April 7, 1804, in Belfast; educated
aDt %?Ifast Academy and Trinity College,
ublin.

- Joined Greek War of Independence,
serving in Lord Byron's artillery corps;
authored influential works on Greece.

- Called to the English bar in 1831; married
Letitia Tennent, adding "Tennent" to his
name.

- Entered Parliament for Belfast in 1832,
initially as an Independent Whig, later
aligning with moderate Conservatives.

- Advocated for abolition during the 1834
Commons debate on Repeal of the Union.




Lord Arthur Chichester MP

- Lord Arthur Chichester, born on
September 30, 1808, was an Anglo-Irish
Member of Parliament (MP).

- Fourth son of George Chichester, 2nd
Marquess of Donegall, and Anna May,
daughter of Sir Edward May, 2nd Baronet.

- Brothers included George Chichester, 3rd
Marquess of Donegall, Edward Chichester,
4th Marquess of Donegall, and Lord John
Chichester.

- Returned to Parliament as one of two
representatives for Belfast in 1832, serving
until 1835.

- Sadly, Lord Arthur Chichester passed away
in January 1840 at the age of 31.




1832 Hercules’ Street Riot

e After the result of the election,
Tory supporters attacked the
Catholic area around Hercules
Street (Royal Ave today)

* Fighting erupted, 4 killed.

e Restored by calvary charge




Act
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1833 Slavery Abol



Details of the 1833 Act

- The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833,a
landmark legislation, was enacted by
the British Parliament.

- Received Royal Assent on August
28, 1833, and became effective on
August 1, 1834.

- The act played a crucial role in the
abolition of slavery in most British
colonies.

- Liberated over 800,000 enslaved
Africans in the Caribbean, South
Africa, and a limited number in
Canada.




Partial abolition

- The act explicitly made the
ownership of slaves illegal,
marking a significant step towards
emancipation.

- However, it's essential to note
that while ownership became
illegal, slavery persisted in parts of
the British empire generating
substantial economic returns.
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Contents

Passed House of Commons unopposed
on July 22, 1833, a week before William
Wilberforce's death.

Received royal assent on August 28,
1833, effective from August 1, 1834.

Immediate freedom for slaves under six;
those over designated as "apprentices."

Gradual abolition: first set of
apprenticeships ended on August 1,
%gig, and the final set on August 1,

Exceptions for East India Company
territories, Ceylon, and Saint Helena
eliminated in 1843.




Competition to slave owners

e £20 million compensation to slave-
Iowners, financed through a £15 million
oan.

* Half of the compensation to slave-owning
families in the Caribbean and Africa; the
other half to absentee owners in Britain.

* Taxpayer money serviced the debt
originating from the Slavery Abolition Act.

* Act left a lasting impact, but financial
compensation perpetuated disparities.

* Act did not extend to East India Company
territories, Ceylon, and Saint Helena.

* Indian Slavery Act, 1843, prohibited
company employees from owning or
dealing in slaves.
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Slave Compensation Act 1837

* Enacted on December 23, 1837,
as a complement to the Slavery
Abolition Act 1833.

* Aimed at compensating slave
owners in British colonies for the
loss of enslaved labor.

* Passed after decades of
campaigning, overcoming
opposition from plantation
owners in the Caribbean.




Mechanisms and Amounts of Compensation

e Authorized the Commissioners
for the Reduction of the National
Debt to oversee compensation.

e Approximately £20 million
allocated for compensating slave
owners, impacting over 40,000
awards.

* Payments made to slave owners
in the Caribbean, Mauritius, and
the Cape of Good Hope.

CADEENSG THES YAk



Financial Impact and Legacy

* The compensation constituted
around 40% of the Treasury’s tax
receipts, equivalent to £16.5 billion
today.

* Payments were made in the form
of government stock and annuities,
lasting until 2015.

* The financial crisis of the mid-
1830s was exacerbated due to the
compensation, causing distress and
unemployment in Britain.




Compensation to Belfast slave owners

Name

Hugh McCalmont

Hugh McCalmont

Hugh McCalmont

William Forsyth

John Cunningham

Irish Address Slave Plantation Address

Carnmoney, Belfast, Hope & Experiment, British
Co. Antrim Guiana

Carnmoney, Belfast, Hope & Experiment, British
Co. Antrim Guiana

Carnmoney, Belfast, Orangestein, British Guiana
Co. Antrim

Belfast, Co. Antrim  Plantation Friends, British
Guiana

Belfast, Co. Antrim  Mathewson, Constituition
Hill, Antigua

No. of Slaves

287

139

82

272

158

Compensation paid

£14,639

£7,244

£4,261

Claim Failed

Claim Failed



Questions
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