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Objectives

Outlined the economic, political and social
background to Belfast from 1807-1833.

Consider abolitionist activity in the town and
public opinion on the issue.

Set out the formation of the Belfast Anti Slavery
Society.

Role of slavery in the 1832 Election.

Cover the compensation for slave owners in
Belfast.




Belfast, 1807 to
1833

Religious, political and economic
context




National representation from Ireland

e 1782: Irish parliament get legislative
independence

e 1798: Irish Parliament with 300 MPs.

* 1800: Act of Union abolishes Irish
Parliament and from 1 January 1801,
Ireland was represented in the House
of Commons by 100 MPs from Ireland:

* Each of the thirty-two counties returned
two MPs as did the Boroughs of Dublin
City, County Dublin and Cork City, County
Cork.

* Thirty-one other Boroughs and Dublin
University sent one MP to Westminster.
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The Irish House of Commons in session
(by Francis Wheatley, 1780)



MPs elected from Belfast, 1798 to 1914

2 constituencies
two MPs to Irish sending one MP
Parliament each.
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Belfast became a Split into four

borough under the constituencies with

Act of Union and 1 MP each.

sent 1 MP to
Westminster.

1. Tulycamet
2. Ginahits
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Recommendations

4. Dowrehire

5. Crgagh

. Balyhackanoe
7. Eloofigld

§. Balvmacaret
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1. Knockbracken
2. llynchuch
3. Balymateigh
4. Wloodstock

3. Beechnount
4. Clonard

= Belfazt City Council



Belfast was a ‘rotten
borough’

* Rotten boroughs were underpopulated electoral
districts in the United Kingdom with
disproportionate political influence. They had:

* Small populations compared to other
constituencies.

* Controlled by a handful of landowners or elites.

* Landowners held multiple seats, securing their
interests.

* Reinforced the power of the Protestant
Ascendancy




Belfast was like Dunny-

Population: thre@Trace on-the-Wolad
mangy COWS;
a dachshund named



Franchise, 1790s to 1832

1793: all male property holders whose
property was valued at over 40 shillings
could vote.

1801 to 1829: the possession of freehold
land worth at least 40 shillings (£2).

However, each borough constituency had its
own qualification for voting. In Belfast, only
the Sovereign and burgesses could vote (13

wealthy men)
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VANITY FAIR, June 19, 1860,




Reform Act of 1832

Primarily aimed at reforming the electoral
system to make it more representative and fair.

Abolished many rotten boroughs, redistributing
seats to more populous areas

Extending voting rights to a broader section of
the male population.

Marked a crucial step in the democratization of

the British political system.

REFORM!

THE FIGHTY FOR THE 1832 REFORM ACT
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But was a backwards
step in Ireland...

e 1832: Irish Boroughs were given a more
uniform franchise. In addition to those
who qualified under the previous rules,
all occupiers of property worth at least
£10 and resident freemen by birth or
servitude became electors.

* |InlIreland, the electorate was cut from
216,000 to 37,000 as qualification was
raised (0.004% of the 8m population).




Why the step back?

* Raising the franchise property qualification to £10 in
Ireland under the Reform Act of 1832 excluded a
significant portion of the population who did not meet
the higher property ownership threshold.

* The Act was influenced by the interests of the Anglo-Irish
elite, who sought to protect their power and maintain
control over the political system.

* The Act was perceived by some as a means to limit
Catholic representation and uphold the dominance of
the Protestant Ascendancy, adding to religious and
political tensions.

* The decision to restrict the electorate in Ireland was
influenced by concerns of the British government about
potential political instability in a country with a history of
unrest.



1837

Wealth and enfranchisement

o £AM1OMN
£1/10n0 £2/0/11

£5 and over
£2/10/-
€1/4-to £19/1
less than £1/4-

1837 Residential

CBrie

C Fiele

1837 Residential
Valuations

£5 and over
£2/10/- to £4/19/11
£1/10/to £2/9/11

£1/-1- to £1/9/11
less than £1/-/-




Catholic Association and the Catholic Rent

Founded in 1823 by Daniel O'Connell for
Catholic emancipation in Great Britain.

Objective: Campaigning through mass
membership and public protests in Ireland.

1824: Introduction of the Catholic Rent, a
penny-a-month membership.

In its first year of existence the Association

had an income of £1,000 per week (960,000

ﬁennies a month) and at the end of the year it
ad £10,000 invested.

Impact: Constant funds, increased
membership, and the birth of mass
mobilization politics in Europe.

Catholic Church alliance: Collection of
Catholic Rent and support for pro-
emancipation MPs in elections.




Progress

Sacramental Test Act 1828 repealed,
raising hopes for Catholics.

Daniel O'Connell’s elected as MP for
County Clare, but could not take his
seat because of the Penal Law.

Government's response: Submission
cl)gsge Roman Catholic Relief Bill in

1829: Roman Catholic Relief Bill
passed, a significant victory for
O'Connell.

O'Connell's titles: "the liberator" and
the "uncrowned king of Ireland."




The Roman Catholic Emancipation Act

Passed in 1829 in the United
Kingdom.

Aimed to grant political rights and
equality to Catholics. Provisions:

Oath of Allegiance: Modified to
accommodate Catholic MPs.

Catholic MPs: Allowed to take seats
in the Parliament.

Catholic Peers: Permitted to sit in
the House of Lords.

End of Anti-Catholic Laws: Removal
of various legal restrictions against
Catholics.

A NEW SONG ON THE
CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION
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Local opposition to emancipation

.

News-Letter published a critical article in F'W R |
1828, & s o
It gave details of a Roman Catholic meetin The Belfalt News-Lettef§

in Co. Antrim in which attendees discusse o And General Advernfer. |
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used to describe Catholics in Ireland: et | LU |
“The very phrase Emancipation necessarily e A N e e E S
supposes a pre-existing state of slavery F e o | S e e | TRt )
which in relation to the Catholics of Ireland T s T e |
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believes they are enslaved.” e H Sl e



Henry Cooke

* Henry Cooke was born on 11 May 1788 in County
Londonderry, Ireland.

* He came from a family of puritan settlers known
for their conservative Calvinistic beliefs and anti-
Catholic prejudices.

e Cooke's upbrinﬁing and remarkable memory were
knfLue”r)ced by the events of the 1798 Irish
ebellion.

* He matriculated at Glasgow College in November
1802, focusing on arts and divinity courses.

e Cooke began his ministi}/ in Duneane, County
Antrim, and later served at Donegore and
Killyleagh.

* He engaged in theological study and missionary
work, forming a congregation at Carlow.




Cooke’s later life

e Cooke played a crucial role in the division
within the Presbyterian Church of Ireland.

* He opposed Arian theology and fought
against the election of Arian candidates to key
positions.

* Cooke's strong political and religious beliefs
made him a leader in Ulster politics.

* Cooke's influence transformed the political
landscape of Belfast and Ulster.

* He was a key figure in establishing the
Queen's College in Belfast.

* He passed away on 13 December 1868 and
was buried in Balmoral Cemetery.

* Henry Cooke's legacy endures as a symbol of
Northern Ireland’s Protestantism.



Splint in the Presbyterian church in Ulster

- Foundation & Structure: Forerunner of i
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland, including clergy elected
by local presbyteries and some laity. B

e - Records: Official records date back to
1691.

e - 1726 Expulsion: Ministers in the
Presbytery of Antrim were expelled for
rejerc]tlng the Westminster Confession of
Faith.

e - Further Secessions: In 1763, those
insisting on Christ’s sole kingship formed
the Reformed Presbyterian Church.

e - 1746 Secession: Doctrinaire Calvinists L

left to create the Secession Synod.




e Old Light vs New Light: Orthodox believers (Old
Light) clashed with those prioritising conscience
over doctrine (New Light).

* Trinitarian Controversy: New Light ministers
leaned towards Unitarian/Arian beliefs.

e 1829 Split: Henry Cooke pushed for Trinitarian
doctrine, leading New Light ministers to form the
Remonstrant Synod.

e 1840 Reconciliation: With heterodox elements
gone, the Synod of Ulster united with the
Secession Synod.

e Formation of PCI: The General Assembly of the

S pl |t | n 1829 Do Presbyterian Church in Ireland was established.

ooooooooooooo
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Northern Irish Presbyterians and the Concept
of Slavery

* Beyond the Enslavement of Africans

* Many Presbyterian abolitionists in Northern Ireland opposed the
transatlantic slave trade and campaigned for the abolition of slavery.

* They saw slavery as not just a physical condition but also a moral and
spiritual state.

» Slavery to the Bottle (Alcoholism)

e Temperance movements within Presbyterianism described alcoholism
as a form of slavery.

* Drunkenness was seen as a moral chain, trapping individuals in sin and
preventing them from leading righteous lives.

* Temperance societies and religious leaders urged sobriety as a form of
liberation.

g



Spiritual Slavery under the
Catholic Church

e Some Northern Irish Presbyterians viewed
Catholicism as a form of "spiritual bondage."

* They believed that Catholic doctrines and traditions
kept people in ignorance and oppression.

* Conversion to Protestantism was seen as a means of
achieving spiritual freedom.

* This belief reinforced sectarian tensions and the idea
that the true gospel brought liberation from
superstition and false authority.




Impact of
These Ideas

* The language of slavery was
used not just politically, but
also morally and theologically.

* Helped mobilise movements
such as abolitionism,
temperance campaigns, and
anti-Catholic rhetoric.

e Shaped Presbyterian identity
in Northern Ireland as
defenders of freedom—both
physical and spiritual.

ANTI-SLAVERY!

“NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS.”

A. T. FOSS

AND ]

J. A. HOWLAND,

Agents respectively of the Yass. and American

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETIES
Will speak at

CTCODNMIE ATWID FEXIEAMNR.



Sectarian tensions exacerbated by Henry
Cooke

* He assured Belfast Protestants
that ‘there was not a Protestant
more opposed to Catholic
ascendancy’ than he was.

* Champion of Presbyterian
orthodoxy, anti Arian, Old light.

* Declared Catholics to be ‘greatly
inferior in point of education [&]
farming ... they put up with far
less comfort, both in point of
dress and food.

Relief bust of Cooke, on the Omagh Orange Hall



Further attacks

* Cooke launched virulent attack on Belfast
Academical Institute declaring that the
teachers held Arian beliefs in direct opposition
to scripture.

* Spoke against the O’Connell-Whig alliance to
reform the Union as ‘this close-compacted
phalanx of infidelity and Popery’

* Called Repeal ‘just a discreet word for Romish
ascendancy and Protestant extermination’

* He challenged Daniel O'Connell's visit to Belfast
in 1841 and rallied Protestant sentiment.




Impact

* Branch of Catholic Association set up in
Belfast in 1824

* Brunswick Clubs established, to lobby to
retain the ‘Constitution in its Protestant
essentiality’

* Belfast club set up in 1828

* Reform Society of Belfast set up in 1830
for reform of Parliament




Birth of the cotton industry

The Poor House introduced cotton
spinning for inmates as ‘productive
labour’ in 1777.

Mills started to be erected in Belfast,

both water and steam powered.

In 1782, 25 looms, 1791, 229, 1806,
600.




Industrialisation: rise of steam power

* John McCracken had 200
workers in mill in Donegall St,
had a 6hp engine

* John Milford had a mill in
Winetavern St, powered by 10hp
steam engine.

* Falls Cotton Mill had three
factories 2 powered by water,
one by steam

e Between 1800-1812, £350k
invested in cotton machinery




Decline of the cotton industry

By 1836, cotton manufacture had

almost ceased in the city.
Reasons were:

e Cotton mills in Lancashire could produce
cheaper and higher quality cotton than
Belfast.

e Belfast mills had increased costs by
importing coal, cotton and other raw
materials.

e Linen was much more lucrative than
producing cotton.




Improvements in
the port

* No.1 Clarendon Graving Dock
completed in 1800

* No.2. Clarendon Graving dock
completed in 1826

* Customs revenue increased from
£101k in 1784 to £393k in 1813.

* William and John Richie started
shipbuilding.



Trading conditions in
Belfast improve (for
some)

* November 1824, removal of all trade
duties on good moving between Britain
and Ireland (sounds familiar!)

* Though coal was more expensive to
import to Belfast, labour costs were 1/3
lower than Manchester.




‘The Northern Athens’, title given
i to Belfast by John Lawless, editor,
‘ Irishman, 1826.

* However, while a spinnerin 1811 earning £2
7s (51s) weavers earnt 12-15s.

 Many home had looms at home.

* Wages rose and declined with booms and
depressions.

* Many weavers involved in the textile industry
were in dire poverty
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Overview: religious composition

Table 3: Religious Composition of Belfast Population, 1757-1891

Year Total Population No.of Catholics % of Total
1757 N.549 556 6
1784 13.(0K) 1082 N
1808 25.1N) ML 167%
1834 6l N3 19.712 32.4%
1861 119,444 41.237 34.1%
1871 174,412 55,575 28R
18R] 2. 122 59.975 8. R%
1891] 255.950 67.378 26.87%

Source: |. Budge and C. O'Leary. Belfast: Approach to Crisis, (London, 1973), p, 28.p. 32,




Why migrate to
Belfast? Push
factors

* Agriculture becoming more
efficient — fewer jobs

* Rising rents and absentee
landlords

e Sectarian tensions

 Famine and poor harvests




Pull Factors

* Jobs and employment, better than
poverty and employment

e Charity and welfare, Poor House and
Work House

Expanding industry needed workers
Housing, relatives and communities

Belfast was a port from which
people could emigrate to Britain,
The Empire or New World.




What was the impact of migration on inter
community relations?

Importing sectarian problems from

Q‘!l' countryside (e.g. Dolly's Brae conflict,
A Defenders/Peep O Day Boys,

Ribbonmen/Orange men).

Impact on jobs, economy and employment.

relations.

o
% Major impact on social and community



Rise in the
middle classes

* Napoleonic blockade had helped stimulate
Belfast industry to meet the demands of
the British war economy.

Lisburn Road opened in 1817

Commercial opportunities for the clever
(e.g. Adam McClean, innkeepers son who
had made a fortune as a draper)

Financial problems of the 2"4 Marquis of
Donegall meant land and leases were sold
off in central Belfast (they moved to
Ormeau)




e
d

Rise
ntertainments
nd facilities

n middle class

Belfast Society for Improvement of Knowledge, 1792 (Linen
Hall Library)

Belfast Theatre, 1793

Commercial buildings, built 1819

Georgian houses on College Square, Chichester St

Botanic Gardens, 1827

Belfast Savings Bank, 1829

Schools:

Belfast Royal Academy, 1785
Inst, 1816
St Malachy’s College, 1833

Shaws, Donegall Arms, Bullicks, High Street, Telfair’s,
Ann St, David’s, Castle St.
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Rise of middle
class activism

» Belfast Literary Society (1801)
e Cosmographical Society (1811)
* Belfast Anacreontic Society (1814)

* Female Society for Clothing of the Poor
(1820)

» Belfast Natural History Society (1821)
* Belfast Medical Society (1822)
* Mechanics Institute (1825)

* Society for the Relief of the Destitute Sick
(1826)




New
Newpapers
were
established
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'COUNTY OF ANTRIM.

T of PEREONS applyieg 1o Reglster thele FREEHOLDS, ot a GENERAL QUARTER
SESSIONE of the PEACE, to bu hebd nt BALLYMONEY, om the 11th day of Octsber, 1630, for the DJ-
AN of BALLYMENA, parsusnt to the Ase of [0th Gea, IV, Cap. B

| | Descrition af” Freshet, with the Narses nf 5 ol
. " "
o | Name & Rasidnce qf-‘!ﬂi'ﬂ.lfu I wd Towmdmmal o uhdoh s mteed, e b Bigie-
| et
£
| Edward Witinn, Priestlnd  Houses nnd land, Lowee Dunlace,  towolend of Priesdland 10
2 William M*Kaul, Drunszudul® ditto ditta  * ditia - 0
& Joun Maoare, Priesiland dizen ditta Alnis
4 Jebin Lasrenes, Billycradg ditbo dita wentanl of Pallyeraig T}
5 Jukn M-Afw. Park ditin dinta towabind of Park © ° n
. Alexamider Lauresss, Rallpemig direa ditn tovemlund af liallyperaig 1w
dinen diten tnwnbasd ol Westpuilo T
difta ditin tawnlimd of Ballywste i
it diies townbaznl of Pelestland 20
nd ditta difin - it 1
11 Jekin Bogil, Priestland disty ditte dirtn o 1]
18 Andren Twhl, Privggkuad dlits dima - diten - Iy
13 Bemjamin Beply Priestlend ditkn digin diten in
18 Alexamder Dhingle, Ballyelowgh ditga - - itk tnmenlasl of Balleelongh 1
15 Willinm Miller, Dergatanm diztn dlita tawnland af Diecpstowa 10
16 Jubn Berlond,” Ballycluugh dline Aiite towntand of Ballyceugh n
A7 Thomas Moaore, dallviunsly dnbin dittn towniland af Ballvhmisls H
18 James M Chw, Carnfishing digs - Al townlanal of Cownflahiig 10
19 Fogh kankin, Park . die diite townlind uf Priestlasd b L]
20 William Eldn, Prieseland ditia s divis iy
21 Denlel Hemill, Moyoraig diies Carey, . tawnland of Mayeraly (11
B2 Chwesge Crawiord, Drumafivy diten Upper Dumluce, tatwuling of Drumafivey 10
B Juses M Cormiick, Islalbuny diteo Carey, tonvnland of Tabandbany o
M Alex. M Curmick, l:lln.l_hunr ditte dissa itk 10
La T . ) Ballyrukempdy,
wer Toome
5 Jomes Grosr, O'Hara Braike A Reni-charge, ilnwér ;intun:h‘ tewnlinds of g:ﬁi:‘rlw:lm:m
L e T, T . Hallydusiand, fe
| Willinms Trimble, Tallyemppls  Houvses snd land, Lower Dunlaes,  townland of Tallyeagple s o
Basmuel Buith g Land, Kileuwayy tawmland of Perpaw 10

fare-=The Raglitry DBuslmis ot BALLYMONEY will commence at TWELVE n'eleck on the third day
tp SESSLOME, mamely, WEDNESDAY the 183th of Oeeaber, when ihe Applicsits will be called fn the order en-

' In the fefegoin lisk L By Order,
' e o 8. DARCUS C. P.

E.FAST ANTRSLAVERY MEETIEG. Bat how, it may ba asked, wre those slaveholiders able to
“w wlay bist 84 one o'clock & umiersus anil pespret. || sustali s gt n s P They are compoomeel Ly w pro-
G yof the ishabitants of Belfast was bheld in the|| tocthig Besinty on ibeir pmgers amsunting o epnards of
w [ihe Lamgterinn Schinl Beuin, fir che purms {0 per snumm, which tlee fnkabitmis of this ceun-

i v eonsblerazion thé suljeet of Megra Slevery, || Uy bave b pay to support sheir bifmnses system ; sid pa,

ut g suih eoustlimtinnal meaenres as mighi b ad with a1l this, ihe greutest distness revalls amongst 1ben. —

b chrmglete abolities, Sie 6, Mar, Buwarign, Te s atated o luive beeni affivmed by Mr. Marrestt, in the

[ S Hasmse of Commung, in p delage on the Bas Indin Svu‘u'

W the l'!qdd-l‘ﬂﬂ i eonsequence of whirkll Duties, la [813, * that thare were conpratively feor v
S Cween calbel, and which ook Been signed by | tiees Be the West Jedles that bad nor, durimg the Lot 1]
vh labuals, the Clairmen sbd, that though || Yeers bean sl or gives up o ceebime” Tois o eomman
& whshes of w1 isany inBuenifal perssn | ARQUAENE sgainat Uhaie whie pesscien Loy abstains fron the
%o wpadity eilled the meeting, gt he did prodeetlens &f slave Inbor, 1hat they thereby fnemmes ihe

T e " wee m ol midsmrtes il ehat miikaniiy wass Bar the fecr in oebeE e Bep e—

, ehttln; when' the fortaring and dwrading whip shall me
|']nniur Tull o ghe ‘persona of Helpbess negro dhaves; and
| whem ovrvy iegre muther, living cisder British Govern. ||
|| sk, shall press n free-bora inhait ln ber neina®  Ble. H. [
4 songladed by onving the Fellvwing Tesslution | — 3 That !

the state of slavery belng repugiant o Justice, soum
i polloy, wnd to the spivit of the Chrimian religian, o Swiety
r” B naw formed in conpexion with the Antl-Slavery Sacdony
1" in Linndea, 1o ba denpmminsted the Belfat Auxilisry i

i Blavery Soviety, Fur mitlgiting and gradusliv alwlishing |Iu|

statr of alsvery throughont the Hritish duminions. "
|| The resalution was secanded by Dr Tessusr, and passed. |
The Rew. De. Croey sid, that & vesalistion hed leen
pest into his hamds, which he would inke the liberiy of
| meving, becuuse ke thought It his duly o oodribute ts
{tha alyeet & the meriling, amd beemise b npgraved g
nsrully nj the remboiion, He bellevad that on ghe prin.]
| viples of sommon justhes, a= well ax of gonssiing, ﬂl
! wwars Bounid & put am nd b the alsminabls sysiem of ha-!
wan slavery. Io vas geoerslly sskoowledyed that we are|
tha childres ol a pimpaon mireh, &id (hat we have Bl l=ren
rifermed by the sama Saviour, snd wha, with these fares
befiury hisn, will mot ubhes o sysiem which treatsn poribss
t ol oar race am mur hrasabers Ly mature, ot e semething
fwlomw the sl of the bruts creathen ¥ Lond aj.pldruﬂ.'.'—l
Heagreed that the Governmene did uoc swish b contivunner
|-lhh|'l'rr. if they knew bow te put wn end do 8. Compene
antini to the dave awneis bad been meniioned as ois ipade’
Paf sanling the question.  Tha Doke of Wellingtaa wus .|
+ titheil b grent exedit fur having takem the yake of gavery off
1 thils gountry, and there wis litile dogbl et e weuld assba
in saking it off sabewa; bos s e deiog this In the way of,
U rumpensition to those wio hedl been traffleking v bumsn
bland, ke [ Dr. C.) wusld sever glve cosutensnce to any sush
hing.— dfpfaane | The trensirtion veaoriginedly nl-]un.t.|
wnd ihe minster whe ventured wpon it with o Kevwledge of|]
its immoml ankure deserved to fuffer,  Deo Ciolly objroed
o the vullectisn of subsoripthns in ohis case, bermwse all that
enubd be dome wras o petition Parliuovest, amd ta Bring the
witljemt before B montimuslly ; bot foe ik parposs & very
erifling swm woubd be saflcleit Fe timn waved the se.
vond resoluiion, whivh was seconded by Mr. W, Bric, snd
ru.lhd.—-:: As all the resadutions alter the Gest relaind 1o the
wppalntment of oficors, & im the proposel Anu-Slavery
Socaty, we bave nai thought it necessary 1s print them. )
The Rev. Mr. Touas simitted Sl Lhis questisn hail 5
slight singe of pelicles, @il dhsagh he Lad vever pabiicy
mingbel bn sur demetic pelisics; yet be bl threaghsst
| leld an opinien which he tever declined exprosing when
myaksnry, and that oplnben was, that ns areed, e sulowr,
should drprive . Brigizh subfeot of the rights belonging to s
British subgerct. Ha laid it dows ss & prioncpls ched me)
i had a vight io pst himeslf into & slvestion 10 whizh he
wrould be Enuapaciisied fr obeying the divioe commands |
and §f oomen bed mot such e rght ever liimacll he
uek pusibly have it sver nnsaher.——{ dpulaase |
|| ‘Tublas then rewd 0 nmnber of interesting dpswments illus
| trative of the stute of slevery, sspeciaily i the Charuer|
|. ralunirs, the Leglalaturca of which he shewed had oppessd
| the pragiesn of sdumiion and af rellgions instrusilon smongs:
| the slaves, thsagh when fereed by publis splmio, they bad

somietimies passed tiomingl lavws im thelr Gvor, of which e

P L T, P .

trant them khnlly, &nd nven Lo v
thelr Lbr; s that they wore alawe
laws of the sge, bt wet in ralicy.

al oncnars of alavis nnw, Lhey migh
but avery suoh mmtrsrs was wald in

| a3 k0 i wileged reiengaition of the

that they hail ever dima snare tha
which waa frst haveduced Ingn
Barenanssra.  Afeer referving
i which T pelation 10 marringe, &
merly sukjected, he nutleed G apg
pretenes thay wishast the slnwe sys.
enlnnfes, and b slddml that wers
enlanles altugaber, histery snd the
pulitioal meonnmy waould jusiify hio
b m lons senreely vo e Pegraned.

able tn Felain cham, asd if we can
alawsry, lel tha Atlantie swalisor th
Afer & speech of canshlerable loag
prevent gt frem dalng justbes, Blr,
& varisy of interesting nneedotes, v

“him by an iniellEgent lady wke hiel

nui for the pusposs of sewing it )
ot il parpuse of studylng man,
Wlisskusippi 2 New Orlains, in o
where she bad frequent opportanit
tellentnnl capaeition af negroes, we
prateful attnchreent when dondly
daven e viver, Lafayects amid hing
from shamving any pucalinr spmpna
Eroen whe wWers ibut e be taken
mild—they ghewal thom mare'y e

mifestution of thelrgratitnde
g When Lhey ‘wure
Drlesuns, as the Ladies wha bad e
samily pesing, e Eeprees osmanal
thelr drespas, geclaiming, “ Oh, L
Jewns sabe !t Mre. B abas related
marghant in Hew York, who ha
secivly thare em secemnt of lila eal
feese eiluganion; fur the purpose of
adanrd nation of thie mental infeeic
tinn, s the Luly vaferrad 1o b
the mest ineslligent she had  eve
States, the must nnjustifiable pee:
sulopr—al thia Blr. B gave a mes
whizh Lafiyetie was honarally
appashtlon e the wrishes snd v
Americans, did publis honer 1o
had Bisem meamly averlioked, wh
wwern presnnied b8 the Guieril, and
I om & publie scomins, e, B
tha nexs resulatics.

Mr, oo voss to sreond the ro
rend by Mr Beyon,  Fle midd that
Uhe guntlumen throogh whiss e
ling mimating was wistmbiled, o dlach
with reluetance he enmplied with 1
mnt snmammniestad o him antil &
ol hix own wnimportvne: woald by
neEsipying ao consplosens o position
blmissdl plased. had e pst reflacted
rvere Indlsidinal whatevse mizsbhi b




Belfast Commercial Chronicle (1805)

Thr Weltant Commereial Chrowiele.
- Established alongside the Monthly e —
Magazine, the Beltast Commercial =
Chronicle focused on the commercial
sectors of the town.

- Demonstrated a clear stance against
slavery and the slave trade.

- Frequently published articles
addressing the issues of slavery,
reflecting the newspaper's commitment
to social justice.

- Poetry served as a popular tool for
Belfast anti-slavery supporters,
amplifying the moral and emotional
dimensions of their stance.

"
o




Belfast Commercial Chronicle purpose and

function

- Aimed at engaging and informing
individuals involved in commerce,
aligning with the newspaper's
commercial focus.

- Played a significant role in promoting
anti-slavery sentiments within Belfast's
community.

- The publishers of the Chronicle, due to
it being aimed towards the town’s
commercial sector that an end of
slavery could affect local businessmen
who traded in products such as sugar
and cotton. Despite this however, the
paper frequently published abolitionist
material in the 1820s.

oo

SALE OF

NEGROES.

FARNIYG § NIFNG oL,

L WAGONS AND CARTS.
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Belfast Commercial Chronicle content

In 1805 the Chronicle published a
poem in which it criticised the
hypocrisy of the trade:

“Proud Christians, who boast of
their civilisation, Go far beyond
Pagans in cruelty’s art...”

The rhetoric within the Chronicle

is highly similar to that used both

in the previous century and in the
poem “The Abolition of the Slave

Trade”.




Belfast Monthly Magazine (1808)

- Founded and edited by William Drennan in
1808.

- Numerous editorials addressing the evils
of slavery.

- Mainly of nationalist character, advocating
reform of the 'Catholic Question.'

- Surprisingly, the primary readership was
predominantly Protestant.

- Focuses on Irish subjects: origins, history,
antiquities, politics, language, and
topography.

- Explores links between Ireland and the
world, appealing to "universal
philosophers."
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James Hamilton, 1st Duke of Abercorn

- Born into an Ulster-Scots aristocratic
family on January 21, 1811. -
Succeeded grandfather's titles and
estates at age seven in 1818.

- Educated at Harrow School and Christ
Church, Oxford.

- Appointed Lord Lieutenant of
Donegal in 1844; - Served as Groom of
the Stole, Privy Counsellor, and Viceroy
of Ireland in 1866.




James Hamilton, 1st Duke of Abercorn, later
ife

- Became Marguess of Hamilton and Duke of
Abercorn in 1868. - Envoy-Extraordinary for
King Umberto | of Italy's investiture with the
Order of the Garter in 1878.

- Elected Chancellor of the University of Ireland
in 1881.

- Married Lady Louisa in 1832, had fourteen
children;

- Committed to maintaining family status, seven
daughters married into the peerage.

- Died on October 31, 1885, at Baronscourt,
County Tyrone.




1806 speech

‘My principles, which | believe are
just what they were upon all
subjects, are upon none the more
steady than upon the slave
trade...it [is] a duty to God and
man to hold in abomination the
principles trafficking in human
blood and misery...’




Celebrating abolition of the British slave trade

e Public celebration of the
abolition of slavery

* Formal thanks given to
Wilberforce at meetings.

T a MEPTING of the MFRCHANTS of WATER-
FORD, I i =t their Commiztee-Roons, on Wedaesday,
14th of Apri!, :: 7,
WILLiAM PENMNNELIL, in the Chairg
Resorvep. That in Order to commemorate the Abelition
of the Bavd ‘U'rade, a Sabsc ;.“t":'
to the Release and Re! L
in the Trisons of this C.ty, and such crher Charitable Purposes
t

as shall hereafter be deenmed expedient by o Cominitiee « the

' 1
ol C0 entered nty, to be appi oo

14

fortunate L)ebhtors now « u!:l-'ncd

wubscribers

Resorvep, That our Fellow Citizens be wvited to <o

1 | } | : ag © vl )

omerate wigh us, fer the above lund.ble Pugposes; and that
. i 1 \ 2

&N Neweort & Sov, and J. & A Arvxins, and N, B

‘koTTowE, Esqrs. Baukers, be requested to receive their Sub-
CPLIoNS.
ResorLvep, That our sincere Thanks be transmitted by ¢ i

8 S -l

Chairman to Witrias WiLserrorcE, Esq. for his active andg

¢ntinued Fxertions in that great Cause of Fumanity, and
wh.ch have so happily termirated.
. ¥ [ X2 N
W. PENNELL, Chamrn.

5 . 23 £ Teade nee ol
'he Friends to the Aholition of the Blavd Trade propoce tof

inmmemorate that Event by Diming together, at the Comuner-
¢4l Buiidings, on Monday, the -ith of May next.
‘I'1ckets to be had at the Bar, ) . L
Waterford, :\px‘ll 18, 1807T%



Press agitation

In 1816, frequent mention was HURRH] MASSACRE IN VIRGINIA

made in the Belfast Commercial
Chronicle of the “Friends of civil &
religious liberty” It spoke not only
on the liberation of slaves from
slavery, but on the topic of
liberty.
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Denied religion

In 1819, the BNL frequently spoke of
the treatment of slaves, and in 1819
criticised the treatment of slaves in
the USA. Of particular focus in this
article was the interference
encountered by the slaves when they
wished to partake in religious
services:

“That such feelings and practices
should among men, who know the
value of liberty, and profess to
understand its principles, is the
consummation of wickedness.”

THE ILLUSTRATRED LONDON NKWS
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The Persecuted Negro

Wisposm's spurn’d, and lonely silence
Keeps our Chapel clos’d by pride.

The Houm af Amembly, w this (sand, have paoved 3 Jiw

"What was heard, that,Chiefs! ycur vi'lence whleh says—® 15, , Settary, o athers, wall pe
Parts the and his Guide? ::w;:'m‘ "’I ol
Did you think to keep us pray'rless, g e c""" b T i
Lest Heav'n's King should hear our cry? '
Or that Truth would make us fearless w::’,,":.,"&,’;‘z‘,’ ’;t"
In the cause of Liberty? Wihat was heard, that, Chiefy! yrur viller

Impious men’ had Fortune made you

Slaves in Africa, many a Chicf,
Charitably wotld persuade you

T'o embrace his false belief ;
You, who should be heard deploring

Qur wild errars, wield your rod,
“To prevent us from adoring,

With yourselyes, the living Gob.

Parts the Neges and his Gulle?
Tl yog think to keep oo prayrlen,

Last Heavn's King shouid hear our wry
WO e Vrunly wosbd ssebhs un Sl

I the couse of Liberyy *

lmam' had Fortune sl you

o, i-Ak::.aay.Ou'-(,
umulm pervisde you
Vo embrece N [dw belal

Vou, who ibenld be heard deploring
Qur wild erroen, wield yosr rod,

When oo * prach all lwman crestury™
Waenh s Jdiacados andeds il



Much expression
through poetry

* Why was poetry an important medium?

* Emotion and Romanticism: Poetry in this period
was characterized by the Romantic movement,
which celebrated intense emotions and the
beauty of nature. Wordsworth's "l Wandered
Lonely as a Cloud" and Coleridge's "Kubla Khan"
exemplify this focus on the sublime and
emotional experience.

Social Commentary: Poets used their verses to
comment on pressing societal issues. Lord
Byron's "Don Juan" satirized contemporary
society, while Robert Burns' poems highlighted
the struggles of the common people.

William Wordsworth




Nationalism and innovation

* National Identity: In Ireland, poets like Thomas Moore
expressed nationalistic sentiments through their verses,
contributing to the preservation of Irish cultural identity.

 Literary Innovation: The early 19th century witnessed
innovative poetic forms and styles, with the emergence of
the lyrical ballad and the use of conversational language.
This experimentation expanded the boundaries of poetry.

* Legacy: The works of poets from this era continue to be
studied and celebrated for their enduring impact on
literature and culture, making poetry a vital form of
expression in early 19th century Britain and Ireland.




Celebration of the abolition
of slavery in Morocco

* Trans-Saharan Slave Trade:

Centered in Morocco from the 7th to the early 20th
century.

Enslaved Africans transported from Timbuktu to
Marrakesh.

Afr(ijcan tribes converted to Islam participated in the
trade.

Almoravid dynasty facilitated trade in exchange for
goods.

Sultan Isma‘il ibn Sharif incorporated Sub-Saharan
slaves into his army.

e Barbary Slave Trade:

Morocco's role in the Barbary slave trade from the
16th to the early 19th century.

Barbary corsairs from North African Ottoman
provinces and Morocco captured European slaves.

Ransoming or enslaving merchant ship crews enriched
the rulers.

Estimated 1-1.25 million Europeans captured by
Barbary pirates.

By WILLIAM THOMAS I'ITZGERALD, Esq.

e TR
AND SUNG BY MR. DIGNUM.

 ——— ’
Vhen France was subdued, and in dust laid her power,

England hop'd that her triumphs long peace would restore,
BRut a barbarous foe, in an insolent hour,
" Drew down her just vengeance to punish the Meor.

The Infideis thought, when dismantled her fleet,
Aud her seamen return'd, and dispers’d on her shores,
That the spoils of the main would soon lie at their feet,
And no flag rule the sea but the flag of the Moors !

. Humarity sigh’d to see Afric enslave,
"The Christians that Fortune had thrown in her hand;
And Europe might blush to behold on the wave,
" A Pirate that plunder’d both ocean and land !

To England the natiens appeal in their fears,
And when did they ask her protection in vain ?
* Fer Fxmouth in thunder bore down on Algicrs,
To make the Moors yield to the Lords of the Main !

Like lightning he split every moon-crested tower,
Ard, with flames swept their plundering ships from the sea
' Fle hum!led the Dey, who bent low to his power,
And set all the Christians frem slavery free !

For the Trident of England shall still rule the wave,
Yo protect the oppress'd ! and enfranchise the slave!

(The two last lines to be repeated in singing )

Ashtead-Cottnge, Oct. 8, 1816.

e ——————— ey LN

Belfast Commercial Chronicle - Saturday 16 November 1816,

p.4
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Was slavery a popular issue?

BNL, June 1800 noted:

‘The distresses of the poor have
for many months been very
severe and still continue...further
aid must be had...

Weavers suffered from poor
wages and poverty diets




Jemmy Hope

Hand weaver Jemmy Hope
wrote to Mary Ann
McCraken in 1808 that he
had to leave the
employment of John
McCraken (brother) for
‘want of wages, not being
able to support my family
out of my salary’.



Francis Johnston

Francis Johnston was an employer who employed
W= home based weavers.

In 1815, weavers were in dispute with him and
- agreed to ‘neither weave a web for him...or permit

o
others to work for him’.
It was alleged that Johnston had given work to
$ others at lower prices than other employers at the
time.
R August 1815: an attempt was made to burn

-’3{\\\ Johnston’s home down in Peter Hill. In February
1816, Johnston was burned out of his home.




Execution and resolution

* A £2k reward given to catch the culprits.
Several were arrested. James Park and

James Dickson were given 18 months and
300 lashes.

 Two weavers, John Doe and John Magill
were hanged for their part outside Bank
Budlings (Primark) in 1816.

* Another weaver, Joseph Madden, was
also executed for his part in the attack.




Further action

e 1817: John McCann, tried but
acquitted for having shot the
president of the Weavers’
Society with whom he had a
dispute.

'-W'""\nunn.

* Industrial action led to 1818
strike which forced employers to
modify their wage reductions.

* Typhus outbreak in 1817/8 killed
7,000 Belfast weavers in three
years.



Poverty in 1830

* Depression years weavers worked
from 4am to midnight for 4s 6d per
week.

* 17 Feb 1830, meeting of gentlemen
at St Anne’s church agreed to
provide relief.

* Many weavers lived on ‘Indian’
meal for animals, described as
‘unfit’ for human consumption.

 Mulholland told Parliamentary
commissioners that workers can
‘60 to 70 miles to be employed'.




Slave Girl incident, 1818

In 1818, Belfast News-Letter (23 June 1818)

\( published a Chronicle article detailing a
fifteen-year-old slave girl's arrival in Belfast

with abusive masters.

) — 4 Reports claimed she sought refuge upon
N~ discovering her freedom but was
Aia ;

apprehended and destined for Jamaica.

The incident triggered a public outcry,
@ leading the Sovereign to intervene and

summon the girl for investigation.



Resolution

Subsequent inquiries revealed
inaccuracies in the story, clarifying
that the girl had left Belfast
willingly.

Despite factual discrepancies, the
strong public reaction
underscored Belfast's vehement
opposition to slavery and its
disapproval of slave owners.

Portrait of an older woman in New Orleans with her
enslaved servant girl in the mid-19th century



Presbyterian Synod, 1828

* Presbyterian Synod met in
Armagh in July.

* It discussed slavery and an anti-
slavery petitions being
forwarded to the government.

* The Synod’s support for
abolition was a topic of
discussion




Twelve slave incident,
1828

- A cargo of sugar from Bermuda
arrived two ships, the Belfast and
the Griffin in September 1828.

- A "man of colour" residing in
Belfast appealed to local citizens for
assistance in freeing the twelve
slaves who were on board.

- Men called before Magistrates at
Belfast Police Court to be asked
whether they wanted to be freed or
return home




The twelve slaves

* They were ‘healthy stout men,
clean and well
clothed...seemed to be 16 to
20 years of age..

* The men ‘spoke English very
well.!

* |In Bermuda ‘their employment
was not very laborious, they
did some work on the
Sabbath...they usually attended
a Protestant place of
workshop...’

* Their masters hired them out
and got 2/3 of their wages.

ERY —INTERESTING INVESTIGATION

lerday an investigation took place at the Sessior

of this town, before C. M. Skinner, Esq. &
Mogistrate, and William Clark, Esq. J. P.  Th,
stances connected with this enquiry are these : -

e time since the Lavinla, from Trinidad for

ut into Bermuda in a leaky state. She was cgn.'
1, aad two vessels (the Belfast, a brig, snd th.
» @ schooner,) were chartered to bring ber carg:
s o Belfast. They arrived here about a fort.
g0, and discharged their cargoes. A few day.
t man of colour who resides in thistown, waitec
ember of the Society of Friends, and irformer
at there were twelve Slaves on board of the Ber.
ressels. I'his fact having been communicated t
yallen Branch of the London African Anti-Sla.
ssociation, Messrs. W Christy, Dawson,
iton, members, immed aired to Belfast,
ited on severul of the Magistrates, and claimed
terference in liberating those unfortunate men.

M i s -.—“—L A IS > O 2



Resolution

- Three men chose freedom, while
the others opted to return to
slavery to reunite with their
families.

- The meeting organizers
emphasized their intention was not
to criticize employers but to provide
slaves with the option of freedom.

- Organisers pledged support for
those choosing freedom, assisting
them in finding employment.




William John
Brown

* In August 1830, William John
Brown, a black American and
former slave, appeared in Belfast
Police Court.

* Accompanied by members of the
Society of Friends, he looked frail
and spoke in a feeble voice.

* Recounted his journey from slavery
in Virginia to freedom, and
subsequent kidnapping by slavers.

NOW IN PORT.

FOR NEW ORLEANS,

To Suil on the 10th S tembey
The first class Brpp ’

PLA NT'E.R
CHARLES KENN, Commnnder,

apply to

| Coppercd and Copper-fastened, and Sails remarkably fast,
For Freight or Passage, havl% iw accommodations,

VANCE, or

1 ERT GA \lBLF
Who have for SALE, sgfived by sald Veasel,

883 Bales Orleans COTTON.
Belfast, Tth August, 1830. (135

7 The Sailing of the PLANTER is M
PUSTPONED til the 1Sth instant. enavoidubly




Kidnapping and Enslavement

* In 1826, slave speculators
kidnapped him from his home in
Baltimore, Maryland, despite
having papers of freedom.

* Transported to New Orleans,
sold multiple times, and forced
into labour, loading cotton onto
ships.

Sravery.—On Thursday, '12th inst. a very curious
case-of slavery underwent investigation at the Police-office
of Belfast, befare C. M, Skinner, Esq. 7. P.—William John
Browu, aged about 50 years, was brought béfore that gentle-
man under the fullowing etreumstances :—Brown was, ac-
cording to his own negount, a free black, born in Baltimore,
and had a wife and five children, who resided with him in
his own house.  His dowestic happiness, however, was
rifectually destroyed by someof that class stylell, in America,
slave-speculators, by whom he was kidnapped, and ¢ 1led
to cruss the country in such a manner as rendered it impos
s'ble fur him to form any idea of the route taken. He was
put on board of a vessel, In which he remained 25 days, at
the end of which, he found that he had been conveyed to
New Orleans. At this place he was detained three years
and a half. He was sold, ns a slave, by one King, toa per-
son named Jacob, who employed him in loading the Planter,
the property of Mr. J. Vance, of Belfust.  Brown, anxious
to vegain his liberty, purchased a dollur's worth of bisenit,
and contrived to couceal himself iu the hold of this vessel,
amongst a quantity of cotton. Immediately after he had
thus secreted himself, the vessel proceedod to Belfust, where
she arvived on the 4th inst.  Daring the passage he subsist
ed on the biseuit, gliding occasionally out of his retreat in
the night time, in opder to obtain water, and satisfy other
cills of pature. Brown dechures thut none of the ship's
crew koew of his concealmenty, save one man, whose name
he would not divulge; and he wals not seen on board by the
| captain, mates, or any other of the crew.  He was not even
| seen getting on shore. when the vessel came to the quay,—

Oue of the crew afterwards saw him in the street, and coi-
municated the fact. This intimution led to his arrest, and,
[ of course, to the heaving of the case before My. Skinner,—
Sume members of the Society of Friends, and others, actuat-
ed by that spirit of philanthropy, which forms a strong trait
in the character of that most valuable community, attended
on behalfof the oppressed man of colour, and Mr. Skinner hav-
ing, with wuch patience and strict regard w justice, heard
Brown's statement iu detail, and provounced him to be a
free man, he was liberated, and left the office in coapany
with those benevalent gentlemen who had espoused his cause,
He way idso acconmpanied by an intelligent and spirited blaek,
an inhabitant of Belfust, who evinced a livély intervst in his
behalf, and plesded his cause with an animation and
zeal which ‘was honeursble to his feelings. From Brown'y
appearance, he seems to have suffered much from hunger
umnl confinement.




Escape and Freedom

» Secretly planned escape with the help of a crew
member on the brig Planter, during a voyage to Belfast.

* Hid in a cotton bale, sustaining himself on biscuits;
escaped upon arrival in Belfast.

e Caught but supported by Quakers in court; declared
free by the magistrate.

e Lived in Belfast as a laborer near Smithfield Market.

* Passed away in November 1831, buried in an unmarked
grave in Clifton Street Cemetery.

 Noted in burial records that his wife and children
remained enslaved in America.




Unknown man from Bermuda, 1833

- A slave from a Bermuda vessel arrives in
Becllfast, initially intending to return to the West
Indies.

- Changes his mind and seeks help from the
Anti-Slavery Society to stay and claim his
freedom.

- Mr. Carlile and Wm. Clarke, Esq. advocate for
the man's case, aiding in his emancipation.

- The man, stolen by a slave dealer from
Martinique, had been hired out as a cook in a

trading vessel.

- His former owner received 12 dollars per
month for his labor.

- Now free, he expressed joy in his new found
freedom and willingness to work for his
livelihood in Belfast.

A Slané Emancipated in Belfast.—Some days ago

a vessel belonging to Bermuda arrived in this port. It
was understood that a was on board, and that he
was anxious to return to the West Indies, though
aware of his right to freedlom by remaining in this
country. However, on Friday evening he called on
the Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society, and ex-
pressed a strong desire to remain in this country as a
freeman. Mr. Carlile called on Wm. Ciarke, Esq. who
entered warmly into the poor man’s case. He has re-
oained his liberty, seéms delighted with his newly ac-
quired freedom, and perfectly willing to work for his
support. We have heard that he was originally stolen
by a dealer from Martinique, and has for several
vears been hired out by his late owner as a cook in a
trading vessel, the owner receiving 12 dollars per month

as remuneration for the serviees. |



Meetings for anti slavery
activity

* Established in 1816 by Robert Finley.

* Originally named the Society for the
Colonization of Free People of Color of America
until 1837.

* Aimed to encourage migration of freeborn
blacks and emancipated slaves to Africa.

* Meeting at May Street Church (Henry Cooke)

TO THE

FRIENDS OF AFRICA,

TY have now, during Eleven Years, been employed
in settling Christianized and E mancipated N:-uvnus. on t.lu-
West Coast of Africa, with a view to extend Christianity
among the Heathen and Mahometan Tribes, and to form a
h:u'rie} against the continuance of the Trade on th?.lt
Coast. Pravidence has already wonderfully blessed their
labours. Three Thou-and Christian Negroes have bee-n'set-
tled in the Colony of Liberia; and these bave been joined
by so manv Natives, that the Colony now t-.xtet.ids ahout 280
miles a!om;r the Coast, and inclades A popalation n.f nearly
20,000, partly employed in Agriculture, andl partly in Com-
merce—having a regnlar African G«‘vernmt, Schonls,
Printing P ess, Newspaper, Places of Worship,and a sl.atml
Christian Ministry, inc'nding Epi opalians, Presbyterians,
Methodists. and Baptists, . .

The FRIENDS of the abgve Plan are respectfully re-
quested to attend a MEETIXG, in the

PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH,
MAY-STREET, '
Upon WEDNESDAY, the 6th inst. at SEVEN o’ Clock
Evening,

When ELLIOTT CRESSON, of Philadelphia, the Re-
presentative of the Society, will attend, and give a statement
of the principles, plans, and progress of the'Seulemeut, and
its happy inflaence in destroying the Teade.

| SirS. MAY has kindly consented to take the Chair on

r~y

HE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIE-



Educational lectures

L.ecture thig Evening,

O — o —

NEGRO|[SLAVERY.
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in the LANCASTERIAN SCHOOL.H ,‘eblessing’
Rev. C. STUART, as follows, viZ, :— OUSE, by the
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Lectures to begin at ONE o’clack, ».y, e e
, Admission free.
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VERY will be' delivered, under the Divine bleggjn,
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! gev. C. STUART;, as follows, viz, ;= e b
' 1. MONDAY, 27th Dec. ... {H‘.“"'-'/“”?I’m"" State of

e - Negro Siavery,
Caomparative view of Eoy
and West India Slupey,
Justice andpracticability‘o.
immediate emancipg(;,,,;_'
4 SATURDAY, lst Jan. . A D of refraining foy
S ave Sugar, e, e,
Lectures to begin al ONE o'cleck, ».y,
© 7 Admission free. (477

'2. WEDNESDAY, 29th Dec.
3. FRIDAY, 3lét De. ......

R
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Dr Henry Montgomery

* Ordained on 14th September 1809 at the age of 21.

» Leader of the Non-Subscribers, advocating religious freedom.

In 1829, led his congregation in seceding from the Synod of Ulster.
Founded the Remonstrant Synod of Ulster, retaining church properties.

Strong advocate for individual rights, tirelessly supporting:
* Catholic Emancipation
* Tenantrights
* Education reform
* Poor laws
» Abolition of slavery

A brilliant orator, known for his passionate speeches on justice.

Died in 1865, memorial plaque inside the church.




Belfast Anti-

Slavery Society
(BASS)




Formation

- In September 1830, the
Belfast Anti-Slavery Society
(BASS) was established,
marking a pivotal change in the
town's stance on slavery.

- The society's formation
resulted from a request by one
hundred and fifty inhabitants
who urged Sir Stephen May,
the Sovereign of Belfast, to
convene a meeting.

- The primary objective of the
meeting was to promote the
abolition of slavery within the
British Empire.

Meeting this Day.

ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING.
TO SIR STEPHEN MAY,

SOVEREIGN OF BELFAST.

E, the undersigned, respectfully request you to
call a MEETING of the Inhabitants of this Town
and neighbourhood, on as early a day as convenient, to take
into consideration the propriety of forming a Society, whose
ohject shall be to obtain by all lawfol and prudent means
the abelition of Slavery throughout the British dominions.
(Signed by about 150 resjectable I.nhabitants.)

Agr eably to the foregoing Requisitien, I call a Meeting
of the Inhabitants of the Town and neighbourhood of B.el--
fast, on TUESDAY, the 14th instant, in the Lancasterian
School- House, at ONE o'clock. o

(Signed) STEPHEN MAY, Soverelm:'-_
8th September, 1830, (€




Who was
present?

* People attending anti slavery
meeting on 14 September
1830 were described as
‘respectable’.

* Meeting chaired by the
Sovereign, Sir Stephen May.

* Rev. Dr Crolly, RC bishop
e Rev Thomas Dix Hincks

e Rev Prof William Bruce

BELFAST ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING.

On Tuesday last at one o'clock a pumerous and respect-
able meeting of the inhahitants of Beltast was held in the
lurge room of the Lancasterian School-house, for the purpose
of taking into consideration the subject of Negro Slavery.
and of adoplmg such coustitutional measares as unght be ad
viseable fov its complete abolition. Sir S. May, Sovereign,
svas in-the Chair.

After reading the requmnon in consequence of which

the meeting had been called, and which bad been signed by |

1350 respectatile individuals, the Chairman said, that though

in conformity to the wishes of so many mﬂuumal persons |

he had in hiy official capacity called the meeting, yct he did
not mean to take an active part in its proceedings. He felt
in common with the requisitionists the strongest possible

objections to the general system of slavery, but in the settle- |

aent of this specific question so many interests were to be
reconciled, that any weasure which weuld hurry it.to a pre-

cipitate conclusion would be injudicious. especially as Go-|
vernment had resolved on potting an end 1o it as soon as itf

could be done. In an eulightened country, an immediate
transition from a state of slavei ¢ to a state of freedom might

= — @ —= -



Rev Thomas Dix Hincks, LLD, MRIA (1767-
1857)

* Born 24 Jun 1767 in Dublin, Ireland
* Son of Edward Hincks and Bithier Dix
* Husband of Anne Boult; married 1791

* Father of Edward Hincks DD, William Hincks,
Thomas Hincks, and Francis Hincks

* Died 24 Feb 1857 at age 89 in Belfast, Ireland

* Educated by Mr Mercer, entered Trinity College
Dublin on 1 November 1784, aged 17; No degrees
recorded

* Ordained a Presbyterian minister; worked at the
Old Presbyterian Church (Unitarian) on Princes
Street in Cork

* Founded the Cork Institution and taught in Fermoy,
County Cork

* From 1821 to 1836, served as classical headmaster o
at the Belfast Academical Institution Rev Thomas Dix Hinks



Sir Stephen Edward
May (1781-1845)

- He was the illegitimate son of
(Sir) (James) Edward May, 2nd Bt.

- On 17 Jan 1820, he married
Frances Stella, the daughter of
Reb. Brinsley Nixon of
Paynestown, co. Meath.

- In 1816, he was knighted.

- Ma¥ held several offices during
his lifetime:
- Storekeeper in Belfast in 1803

- Collector of customs in Belfast
from April 1816 to 1832

- He also served as a captain in
thge Belfast volunteer infantry in
1814




Later life

- May's political career included representing
the constituency of BELFAST from 16 Sept.
1814 to April 1816.

- He was known for his support of Catholic
relief and his vote for Parnell's motion on 30
May 1815.

- Generally, he voted in favor of government
policies on various issues.

- In March 1816, he received the collectorship
gf clustoms and a knighthood as part of a
eal.

- Sovereign of Belfast, 1830

- Stephen Edward May passed away on 28
Oct 1845 at the age of 64.




William Crolly (8 June
1780 — 8 April 1849)

e Positions:

* Bishop of Down and Connor
(1825-1835)

* Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Armagh (1835-1849)
* Early Life and Education:

* Native of Ballykilbeg near
Downpatrick

e Educated at Mr. Nelson's Classical
school in Downpatrick

* Attended Maynooth College,
excelling in Dogmatic Theology
(1806)

* Ordained as a priest by
Archbishop Troy in the same year




Later life

Bishop of Down Archbishop of Legacy:
and Connor: Armagh: e

e Appointed in e Appointed in e Remembered as
1825, the first 1835 a "thoroughly
Catholic bishop e Initiated tolerant man"
ordained in construction of who advanced
Belfast Armagh his church

e Established St. Cathedral in e Died of cholera
Malachy's 1840 in Drogheda in
College in 1833 oSupported non- Aprll 1849

e Oversaw denominational e His birthplace in
construction of education and Ballykilbeg,
numerous rural Queen's County Down, is
parish churches College's in commemorated

1845 with a blue

plaque.




Rev Prof William Bruce (1790 - 1868)

- William Bruce born 16 November 1790,

Belfast. y’
- Son of Rev William Bruce DD, Presbyterian

minister.

- Educated at Bruce's Academy and Trinity .

College Dublin. L

- Ordained in 1806 by Archbishop Troy. ~

- Minister of First Belfast Presbyterian, 1812. A3 Rt

- Active in Belfast Literary Society and Society a VRN ",*‘_‘

for Promoting Knowledge. TTERTH:

- Led Northern Presbytery of Antrim, advocating
for non-subscribing Presbyterians.

- Retired on 21 April 1867.

Y

Belfast Academy.



Later life

- Minister of First Belfast Presbyterian for 55
years.

- Professor of Latin and Greek at Belfast
Academical Institution for 28 years.

- Helped establish St. Malachy's College in 1833.

- Influential in Belfast’s intellectual and
charitable life.

- Advocated for book exchanges with Queen’s
College.

- Elected Moderator of Northern Presbytery of
Antrim in 1862.

- Involved in charities and agriculture.

- Died on 25 October 1868 at his home, "The
Farm," Belfast.

I
First

’J;‘,\h\lcrigm Church Belfast




Anti Slavery and the Whig party

- In November 1830, just two months after
the establishment of BASS, a town meeting
drew over two thousand "wealthy and
influential” inhabitants.

- Attendees, celebrating the non-

denominational character of the gathering,
passed resolutions demanding reform and
criticising Donegall influence and interests.

- Notable figures in town politics, such as
Robert James Tennent and James Emerson,
were among the attendees.

- The simultaneous formation of BASS and
the Whig party reflected the survival of
eighteenth-century liberal ideals in the
town despite growing religious tensions and
criticism towards Catholic emancipation.
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Activism and Advocacy

- The BASS emerged as a dynamic and
impassioned society with a dedicated
membership.

- Regular communication with British
societies showcased strenﬁthening
bonds between Britain and Belfast
during this period.

- Shared reports included interviews
with the BASS's delegation and Belfast
MPs, notably Presbyterian Robert James
Tennent.

- Tennent, a member of the prominent

Tennent family and brother-in-law to Rev. John Edgar
MP James Emerson Tennent, played a

key role in the society.




BASS and politics

- The society's commitment was evident
when Reverend John Edgar, a
Presbyterian minister, informed Tennent
that only abolition supporters would
receive members' votes during his MP
candidacy in Belfast districts.

“| am directed by the committee of the
Belfast auxiliary antislavery society to
faithfully and pointedly to request from
you an explicit declaration, whether,
should you be returned as a member of
parliament, you will use every
constitutional means for effecting,
throughout the British dominions, the
immediate extinction of Negro Slavery.”

£ niou st Froosesse Ve §nlon wilh Nhweebolders,

ANTI-SLAVERY

MEETINGS!

UntleNlarery Meerd I ,
e e ..y s Wil 3o held b i plaee, l;

i e

To be Addressed by

Agenis of the Wesiern ANTIAL AYERY S0CIRTYY.

Threo millions of yownr teilew belngs are ln ehalossihe
Chareh and Gorernmead sisdalns the hoaribde
SIvira ol oppremion,

"T'urn Gut!

AND LEARN YOUR DUTY TO YO
THESLAYE AYD Gop. LV,

-

EMANCIPATION o RISSOLLTION, and AV are

NORTHERNY REVINLIC!



Activities

In 1833, members from the BASS,
including Robert James Tennent,
formed part of a delegation which
was sent to London to demand
abolition in the lead up to the
1833 Slavery Abolition Act.
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1832 Election and Abolition of Slavery

- The 1832 election marked a
transformative period in Belfast's political
landscape, revealing shifting dynamics and
priorities.

- Notably, the election underscored the
significant role of the abolition of slavery in
the town's political discourse.

- In December 1832, an article in the Whig
exposed both the acrimony of the election
and the candidates' stances on slavery.

Candidates:

Conservative/Tory - Lord Arthur
Chichester/James Emerson Tennent

Whig - Robert James Tennent/William
Sharman Crawford




Crawford’s position

;...the practice of one human
being claiming a property in the
body of another human being, is
contrary to both divine and
human law...the immediate
abolition of such a system is
essential to the exercise of any
effectual means for the
improvement of the condition of
our enslaved fellow-creatures.’

Robert James Tennent agreed.




Chichester’s position

He argued that “every
constitutional means should be
adopted for its immediate
extinction throughout the British
dominions.

But, he’d leave it “to the wisdom
of Parliament the devising of the
most suitable plan for carrying
into effect that compensation
which may be required by existing
interests...”




Emerson Tennent’s view

It was similar to Chichester’s, while he
campaigned for abolition he believed
colonists should be reimbursed for lost
profits if abolition were successful.

“You forget...that if there is to be any
‘hanging’ in the case, the British
Parliament, who at one time compelled
the colonists to keep slaves, are the
men who ought to be ‘hanged up by the
neck,” and not the planters, who, under
their guarantee, expended large sums in
the purchase and improvement of
colonial estates...| would wish to
combine ‘humanity to the negroes’ with
‘charity’ to the planters.”

Sir James Emerson Tennent, 1st Bt
by Richard Austin Artlett, after George Richmond
stipple engraving, published 1836



James Emerson Tennent MP

- Born on April 7, 1804, in Belfast; educated

at Belfast Academy and Trinity College,
Dublin.

- Joined Greek War of Independence,
serving in Lord Byron's artillery corps;
authored influential works on Greece.

- Called to the English bar in 1831; married
Letitia Tennent, adding "Tennent" to his
name.

- Entered Parliament for Belfast in 1832,
initially as an Independent Whig, later
aligning with moderate Conservatives.

- Advocated for abolition during the 1834
Commons debate on Repeal of the Union.




Lord Arthur Chichester MP

- Lord Arthur Chichester, born on
September 30, 1808, was an Anglo-Irish
Member of Parliament (MP).

- Fourth son of George Chichester, 2nd
Marquess of Donegall, and Anna May,
daughter of Sir Edward May, 2nd Baronet.

- Brothers included George Chichester, 3rd
Marquess of Donegall, Edward Chichester,
4th Marquess of Donegall, and Lord John
Chichester.

- Returned to Parliament as one of two
representatives for Belfast in 1832, serving
until 1835.

- Sadly, Lord Arthur Chichester passed away
in January 1840 at the age of 31.




1832 Hercules’
Street Riot

* After the result of the
election, Tory supporters
attacked the Catholic area
around Hercules Street
(Royal Ave today)

* Fighting erupted, 4 killed.

e Restored by calvary charge







Details of the 1833 Act

- The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, a landmark
legislation, was enacted by the British Parliament.

- Received Royal Assent on August 28, 1833, and
became effective on August 1, 1834.

- The act played a crucial role in the abolition of
slavery in most British colonies.

- Liberated over 800,000 enslaved Africans in the
Caribbean, South Africa, and a limited number in
Canada.




Partial abolition

* -The act explicitly made the
ownership of slaves illegal,
marking a significant step
towards emancipation.

- However, it's essential to
note that while ownership
became illegal, slavery
persisted in parts of the British
empire generating substantial
economic returns.

EIGHT HINDRED THOUSAND SLAVES
SET' FREE!!
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Contents

Passed House of Commons unopposed on July 22, 1833,
a week before William Wilberforce's death.

Received royal assent on August 28, 1833, effective from
August 1, 1834.

Immediate freedom for slaves under six; those over
designated as "apprentices."

Gradual abolition: first set of apprenticeships ended on
August 1, 1838, and the final set on August 1, 1840.

Exceptions for East India Company territories, Ceylon,
and Saint Helena eliminated in 1843.




Competition to slave owners

* £20 million compensation to slave-
Iowners, financed through a £15 million
oan.

* Half of the compensation to slave-owning
families in the Caribbean and Africa; the
other half to absentee owners in Britain.

* Taxpayer money serviced the debt
originating from the Slavery Abolition Act.

* Act left a lasting impact, but financial
compensation perpetuated disparities.

e Act did not extend to East India Company
territories, Ceylon, and Saint Helena.

* Indian Slavery Act, 1843, prohibited
company employees from owning or
dealing in slaves.
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Slave Compensation Act 1837

 Enacted on December 23, 1837,
as a complement to the Slavery
Abolition Act 1833.

* Aimed at compensating slave
ownhers in British colonies for the
loss of enslaved labor.

* Passed after decades of
campaigning, overcoming
opposition from plantation
owners in the Caribbean.




Mechanisms and Amounts of Compensation

e Authorized the Commissioners
for the Reduction of the National
Debt to oversee compensation.

e Approximately £20 million
allocated for compensating slave
owners, impacting over 40,000
awards.

* Payments made to slave owners
in the Caribbean, Mauritius, and
the Cape of Good Hope.

CADEENSG THE YAYK



Financial Impact and Legacy

* The compensation constituted
around 40% of the Treasury’s tax
receipts, equivalent to £16.5 billion
today.

e Payments were made in the form
of government stock and annuities,
lasting until 2015.

* The financial crisis of the mid-
1830s was exacerbated due to the
compensation, causing distress and
unemployment in Britain.




Compensation to Belfast slave owners

Name

Hugh McCalmont

Hugh McCalmont

Hugh McCalmont

William Forsyth

John Cunningham

Irish Address Slave Plantation Address

Carnmoney, Belfast, Hope & Experiment, British
Co. Antrim Guiana

Carnmoney, Belfast, Hope & Experiment, British
Co. Antrim Guiana

Carnmoney, Belfast, Orangestein, British Guiana
Co. Antrim

Belfast, Co. Antrim  Plantation Friends, British
Guiana

Belfast, Co. Antrim Mathewson, Constituition
Hill, Antigua

No. of Slaves

287

139

32

272

158

Compensation paid

£14,639

£7,244

£4,261

Claim Failed

Claim Failed



Questions
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